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Give the Gift of Mobility, 
Dignity, and Opportunity

Maker of the MOBILITY CART since 1994.

Our mission: Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia’s mission is to provide appropriate mobility 
for all of God’s children in need. We seek to provide mobility first for those in greatest need and 

with the least resources in poor or underdeveloped countries.

MO – Columbia

®

MO – Columbia

®

Reflections On Decades Of Shipping Carts

Staff shares 20 years of her favorite photos and stories.

My journey with our Mobility Cart mission began 20 years ago this past June.  My husband 
and I attended church with our founder, Rev. Mel West.  We admired him, but had not worked 
with him.  Then one day, I read a want ad in our church newsletter.  Mel was looking for 
someone to help him digitize his donor and contact records.  I called him.  I began.  Then 
in November of 1999, he asked could I do the bookkeeping.  Yes, I had accounting background 
as well.  As our mission grew, I took on more work like starting a website, sending out Mel’s 
email Updates, preparing promotional materials, maintaining the growing database, choosing 
and working with a CPA firm, and more.  Mel gave me the title of Business Administrator.  That 
suited me as that happened to be my college degree.  

In 2004, Mel proposed we have a national organization that would oversee the growing number of Affiliate production 
shops for oversight in how they represented our mission and quality control in cart building.  I helped start that 
organization and have been their board treasurer and admin staff as well for 15 years.   I’m a paid, part-time admin 
staff; but also volunteer time as does Gary.  I’ll share some of my favorite reports and pictures.  Working at this mobility 
mission and with Mel and Gary has been a great experience in a number of ways.  Thanks to all of you, I am able to share 
these pictures.  Kathy Maynard, Business Administrator

2007 Honduran girl with deformed leg.  
Larry Wilcox, long term shop volunteer, 
assisted with this cart distribution.

2006 Liberian student receives a cart; 
others in background assemble more.  
Check out his leg braces and special left 
shoe.  I imagine he is filling out a form 
about himself in exchange for his new 
mobility.  Not all pictures we receive 
show an evident need, but this one does.

2005 Lady in a skirt with a drill reassembles our 
carts.  Samaritan’s Purse led this distribution effort 
in Eritrea, Africa.

(continued on top of next page)

Shopkeeper, Accident, And A Cart
Donors offer $20,000 match to build and ship more Mobility 
Carts.
Janet was involved in an accident three years ago that left her dependent on her two children for movement. She recently 
received a Mobility Cart. “She is now able to go to her shop which is two kilometers away from her home without 
assistance which she says will greatly improve her life and that of her children.”  

A sponsor family will match giving this fall thru increased giving or new donors 
up to $20,000.  Your donation will be doubled if you send a first time gift or the 
portion more than your last year’s gift.  One way to do that is sign up for or increase 
your monthly auto debit giving from your checking account or online with your 
credit card.  (Call for or find the form on our website.)  In example, last year you 
gave $100 (Thank You).  This year you send $300 or sign up for a $25 monthly auto 
debit gift.  $200 will be matched.  Or $300 is matched if you are a new donor.  Or 
$300 matched if you didn’t send a gift last year, but are a past donor (Thank You).  
Please donate today as your gift will go twice as far up to $20,000.  Donations will be 
used to help people like Janet, a shopkeeper in Kenya (pictured here).

Our volunteers are willing to build & load more carts.  
Can you help fund an increased production to 50 a week?  Janet had an accident 3 years ago.

Gary’s Column:
Fun to be successful

The Columbia shop produced itself right out of work.  Since January 1, we have produced an extra 
5 carts per week.  Rah, Rah, for over 200 volunteers that like to work and apply themselves.  They 

embraced an opportunity to be needed in retirement.  Most are retired by the way.

Only one problem, it takes $300.00 per cart or 
$1,500 extra per week to keep building at that 
rate.  When the budget was built on 35 carts a 
week and we made 40, then the reserves ran low.  
So for most of August we backed off production 
some to balance us out.

That really hurts to slow down when the world 
needs 64 million carts to solve mobility problems.  
It is nice to think we are that successful, and to 
know that we can build 40 carts per week if only 
we had the donations.

So how can you help us keep building?  Gain us 
an invitation to speak at your church, your Rotary 
club or other service club.  Tell your missionaries 
you support that free Mobility Carts are available.  

Tell your church mission chairmen that this great 
mobility project is in Columbia MO.  Gain us 
an invitation to your favorite Hellenic/Greek 
fraternity or sorority house to speak of this 
project.  Listen to our ad on KMIZ, ME TV/ 
17/22.  What did it say?

Show up at the Mizzou Homecoming Parade on 
October 12 and cheer loudly for us.  Bring your 
friends and volunteer at the shop for one hour a 
month.  Oh by the way, did you pray today for us 
to be successful, to meet our goals?

Mobility Worldwide MO - Columbia has grown this 25th Anniversary Year.  We covet your support and always 
plan to serve the least of these in the world.  Will you join us?

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Remembering our Promises 
(Located on our website under “About”)

We send four newsletters a year and two letters for special opportunities to build more carts.

Promise No. 5.   We promise to be truthful and frank in our fundraising efforts, and not to create a monthly 
crisis, or otherwise unduly make emotional pleas for your support. We do rely upon your gifts. It is the simple 
fact that the more you give the more people Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia can help.



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665
9009

Reflections (Continued)

Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Charley Christy by Lonnie & Peggy Todd, Roger & Janie Harmon, 

Sandy Thomas, Dick & Sharon Hanson, Roger Hofmeister, Gene 
Baumann, Larry & Aileen Garvin, Kenneth & Beth Koster, Dwight 
Keesling, Barbara Loch, Deb Mitchell, Karen Miller, Wendy & Keith 
Durk, and Janet & Alan Rumpel

•	 Irene and Lorraine by Ellen Dugger

•	 Paul Doak by James & Verna Rhodes

•	 Letha Magruder by Garry Magruder

•	 Bill Poore by Karla Poore-Malaney

•	 Art and Ruth Witt by Judith Witt-Croswhite

•	 Whitney Hicks by Marge Hicks

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Jennifer Dressler’s birthday by Lisa & Bruce Miles

•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran

•	 The West Family by Martin West

•	 Mel West by Linda Day

Built in 2019
1,338

2006 Mother in Tanzania received a cart thru Mango Tree.

2006 Forge contacts us for mobility for Congolese 
refugees in Zambian camps.  Ajabu was one of dozens 
they sent reports on.  “Born with disfigured hips & 
legs.  Can sit by himself.  Can’t stand or walk with 
help….It hurts when he crawls.”

2011 Group in Guatemala receive carts with a Mini Mart to help start a 
business – mobility & more.  The kit includes a resting shelf, cooler, and 
smaller storage containers and is popular with our distribution partners.

2016 Bartalomayo drives his new cart 
in the church yard.  Serge was our 

distribution partner in Uganda.
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A book of Mel’s writings follows his life, his 
work and his ideas on living and helping. They 
are available for $20 with all proceeds going to 
build & ship more carts. Drop in at the shop and 
pick up or mail your check for $25 with postage 
and note ‘Mel’s book’ in the memo line.  Your 
additional gifts are welcome.

Page 48:  “Many huge problems today were once 
small, but we ignored them and let them go to 
seed.”  Mel West, Humanitarian & our Founder

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406

90000>
ISBN 978-0-578-21740-6

One Damned Good Horse O
n

e D
a

m
n

ed
 G

o
o

d
 H

o
r

se   stories, w
it, and w

isdom   M
el W

est

Cat & Clark On Last Lift

Forklift desperately needed to load Mobility Carts and more.
The CAT and Clark forklifts have been serving us 
well for years.  The Clark was here before me, and 
the CAT came in from Schneider Electric several 
years ago.  The CAT needs $7,000 of batteries, 
the hydraulic seal, and new electrical panels.  Not 
worth fixing and overheats if used.  So it is dead 
lined.

Clark is moving okay if we keep the water levels 
up in batteries.  Right now maybe a LP gas model 
would be better for us so we could unload outside 
the confines of the building.  Right now neither is 
dependable for that.

Our forklifts were regularly used to unload 
incoming supplies: volunteer made parts, vendor 
shipments of tires, shipping boxes, etc.  And they 
were used to load all the outgoing shipments of 
Mobility Carts and other mission goods by our partner, The Container Project which shares our warehouse.

So in a nutshell, Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia needs a forklift revival. Either a good used one or something new. 
And just like buying cars these days, we got forklift sticker shock. We sent an email out earlier that resulted in a pledge of 
$4,000 from a Lions Club in Ohio and a connection to a family member in the forklift business.

Can you help us out? Gary is sitting on the Clark waiting for the green light.
Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Young Rotaract Club 
Members Raise $10,155
Rotaract engaged 31 businesses or groups 
to decorate and sponsor a Mobility Cart.
Our Rotaract Club Friends, shop volunteers, put on a first 
ever fundraiser that finished at Logboat Brewery Company in 
Columbia.  They signed up 31 businesses or groups to donate 
$300 for a cart, members or employees decorated it, and 
attended the event in June.  Others bought the event ticket and raffle tickets were used to vote on best cart.  Ladies 
Night Out won best cart.  Around 200 people attended.  There was great enthusiasm for the fundraiser.  Look for it 
next year.  All decorated carts were shipped to Partners for Care in Kenya on July 11.  $10,155 was raised.   THANK 
YOU to the Rotaract Club and all who participated.  Did you find the Peacock?

Did You Know?
We have a page on our website filled with Videos to share.  A local Columbia church raised awareness throughout 
their congregation and gave our director gifts totaling $5,344.42 or 18 Mobility Carts.  Your gifts help us create 
and maintain our website content.  The website also helps potential distribution partners around the world find us.                        
www.GiftofMobility.org

“…We have been inspired by videos in worship 
each Sunday…We want to thank you for the 
wonderful videos on your Mobility Worldwide 
MO - Columbia website.  We utilized these 
videos to share the message of hope Mobility 
Worldwide brings to the world, and encouraged 
our congregation to respond to that message 
of hope… Rev. Rick Oberle, Pastor of Columbia 
United Church of Christ”

CALL TO ALL MO STATEWORKERS: 
Our mobility mission is an approved charity for the 
MSECC (MO State Employees Charitable Campaign). 
Employees or retirees can pick charities and give thru their 
paychecks or pension checks. Mobility Worldwide MO – 
Columbia has been a part of the fall campaign since 2008; 
our number is 9009. 2018 fall pledges are sponsoring 10 
carts this year. Please help us spread the word to your 
friends and families that work for the state of MO and 
ask them give mobility thru MSECC 9009.



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
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sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God
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Cat & Clark On Last Lift

Forklift desperately needed to load Mobility Carts and more.
The CAT and Clark forklifts have been serving us 
well for years.  The Clark was here before me, and 
the CAT came in from Schneider Electric several 
years ago.  The CAT needs $7,000 of batteries, 
the hydraulic seal, and new electrical panels.  Not 
worth fixing and overheats if used.  So it is dead 
lined.

Clark is moving okay if we keep the water levels 
up in batteries.  Right now maybe a LP gas model 
would be better for us so we could unload outside 
the confines of the building.  Right now neither is 
dependable for that.

Our forklifts were regularly used to unload 
incoming supplies: volunteer made parts, vendor 
shipments of tires, shipping boxes, etc.  And they 
were used to load all the outgoing shipments of 
Mobility Carts and other mission goods by our partner, The Container Project which shares our warehouse.

So in a nutshell, Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia needs a forklift revival. Either a good used one or something new. 
And just like buying cars these days, we got forklift sticker shock. We sent an email out earlier that resulted in a pledge of 
$4,000 from a Lions Club in Ohio and a connection to a family member in the forklift business.

Can you help us out? Gary is sitting on the Clark waiting for the green light.
Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Young Rotaract Club 
Members Raise $10,155
Rotaract engaged 31 businesses or groups 
to decorate and sponsor a Mobility Cart.
Our Rotaract Club Friends, shop volunteers, put on a first 
ever fundraiser that finished at Logboat Brewery Company in 
Columbia.  They signed up 31 businesses or groups to donate 
$300 for a cart, members or employees decorated it, and 
attended the event in June.  Others bought the event ticket and raffle tickets were used to vote on best cart.  Ladies 
Night Out won best cart.  Around 200 people attended.  There was great enthusiasm for the fundraiser.  Look for it 
next year.  All decorated carts were shipped to Partners for Care in Kenya on July 11.  $10,155 was raised.   THANK 
YOU to the Rotaract Club and all who participated.  Did you find the Peacock?

Did You Know?
We have a page on our website filled with Videos to share.  A local Columbia church raised awareness throughout 
their congregation and gave our director gifts totaling $5,344.42 or 18 Mobility Carts.  Your gifts help us create 
and maintain our website content.  The website also helps potential distribution partners around the world find us.                        
www.GiftofMobility.org

“…We have been inspired by videos in worship 
each Sunday…We want to thank you for the 
wonderful videos on your Mobility Worldwide 
MO - Columbia website.  We utilized these 
videos to share the message of hope Mobility 
Worldwide brings to the world, and encouraged 
our congregation to respond to that message 
of hope… Rev. Rick Oberle, Pastor of Columbia 
United Church of Christ”

CALL TO ALL MO STATEWORKERS: 
Our mobility mission is an approved charity for the 
MSECC (MO State Employees Charitable Campaign). 
Employees or retirees can pick charities and give thru their 
paychecks or pension checks. Mobility Worldwide MO – 
Columbia has been a part of the fall campaign since 2008; 
our number is 9009. 2018 fall pledges are sponsoring 10 
carts this year. Please help us spread the word to your 
friends and families that work for the state of MO and 
ask them give mobility thru MSECC 9009.
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Reflections On Decades Of Shipping Carts

Staff shares 20 years of her favorite photos and stories.

My journey with our Mobility Cart mission began 20 years ago this past June.  My husband 
and I attended church with our founder, Rev. Mel West.  We admired him, but had not worked 
with him.  Then one day, I read a want ad in our church newsletter.  Mel was looking for 
someone to help him digitize his donor and contact records.  I called him.  I began.  Then 
in November of 1999, he asked could I do the bookkeeping.  Yes, I had accounting background 
as well.  As our mission grew, I took on more work like starting a website, sending out Mel’s 
email Updates, preparing promotional materials, maintaining the growing database, choosing 
and working with a CPA firm, and more.  Mel gave me the title of Business Administrator.  That 
suited me as that happened to be my college degree.  

In 2004, Mel proposed we have a national organization that would oversee the growing number of Affiliate production 
shops for oversight in how they represented our mission and quality control in cart building.  I helped start that 
organization and have been their board treasurer and admin staff as well for 15 years.   I’m a paid, part-time admin 
staff; but also volunteer time as does Gary.  I’ll share some of my favorite reports and pictures.  Working at this mobility 
mission and with Mel and Gary has been a great experience in a number of ways.  Thanks to all of you, I am able to share 
these pictures.  Kathy Maynard, Business Administrator

2007 Honduran girl with deformed leg.  
Larry Wilcox, long term shop volunteer, 
assisted with this cart distribution.

2006 Liberian student receives a cart; 
others in background assemble more.  
Check out his leg braces and special left 
shoe.  I imagine he is filling out a form 
about himself in exchange for his new 
mobility.  Not all pictures we receive 
show an evident need, but this one does.

2005 Lady in a skirt with a drill reassembles our 
carts.  Samaritan’s Purse led this distribution effort 
in Eritrea, Africa.

(continued on top of next page)

Shopkeeper, Accident, And A Cart
Donors offer $20,000 match to build and ship more Mobility 
Carts.
Janet was involved in an accident three years ago that left her dependent on her two children for movement. She recently 
received a Mobility Cart. “She is now able to go to her shop which is two kilometers away from her home without 
assistance which she says will greatly improve her life and that of her children.”  

A sponsor family will match giving this fall thru increased giving or new donors 
up to $20,000.  Your donation will be doubled if you send a first time gift or the 
portion more than your last year’s gift.  One way to do that is sign up for or increase 
your monthly auto debit giving from your checking account or online with your 
credit card.  (Call for or find the form on our website.)  In example, last year you 
gave $100 (Thank You).  This year you send $300 or sign up for a $25 monthly auto 
debit gift.  $200 will be matched.  Or $300 is matched if you are a new donor.  Or 
$300 matched if you didn’t send a gift last year, but are a past donor (Thank You).  
Please donate today as your gift will go twice as far up to $20,000.  Donations will be 
used to help people like Janet, a shopkeeper in Kenya (pictured here).

Our volunteers are willing to build & load more carts.  
Can you help fund an increased production to 50 a week?  Janet had an accident 3 years ago.

Gary’s Column:
Fun to be successful

The Columbia shop produced itself right out of work.  Since January 1, we have produced an extra 
5 carts per week.  Rah, Rah, for over 200 volunteers that like to work and apply themselves.  They 

embraced an opportunity to be needed in retirement.  Most are retired by the way.

Only one problem, it takes $300.00 per cart or 
$1,500 extra per week to keep building at that 
rate.  When the budget was built on 35 carts a 
week and we made 40, then the reserves ran low.  
So for most of August we backed off production 
some to balance us out.

That really hurts to slow down when the world 
needs 64 million carts to solve mobility problems.  
It is nice to think we are that successful, and to 
know that we can build 40 carts per week if only 
we had the donations.

So how can you help us keep building?  Gain us 
an invitation to speak at your church, your Rotary 
club or other service club.  Tell your missionaries 
you support that free Mobility Carts are available.  

Tell your church mission chairmen that this great 
mobility project is in Columbia MO.  Gain us 
an invitation to your favorite Hellenic/Greek 
fraternity or sorority house to speak of this 
project.  Listen to our ad on KMIZ, ME TV/ 
17/22.  What did it say?

Show up at the Mizzou Homecoming Parade on 
October 12 and cheer loudly for us.  Bring your 
friends and volunteer at the shop for one hour a 
month.  Oh by the way, did you pray today for us 
to be successful, to meet our goals?

Mobility Worldwide MO - Columbia has grown this 25th Anniversary Year.  We covet your support and always 
plan to serve the least of these in the world.  Will you join us?

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Remembering our Promises 
(Located on our website under “About”)

We send four newsletters a year and two letters for special opportunities to build more carts.

Promise No. 5.   We promise to be truthful and frank in our fundraising efforts, and not to create a monthly 
crisis, or otherwise unduly make emotional pleas for your support. We do rely upon your gifts. It is the simple 
fact that the more you give the more people Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia can help.
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