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Give the Gift of Mobility, 
Dignity, and Opportunity

Maker of the MOBILITY CART since 1994.

Our mission: Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia’s mission is to provide appropriate mobility 
for all of God’s children in need. We seek to provide mobility first for those in greatest need and 

with the least resources in poor or underdeveloped countries.

MO – Columbia

®

MO – Columbia

®

Strong Partner Delivers Your Carts

PFC has been Delivering 
Carts since 2017.
Our strongest partnership in the 
world invites a team to see how your 
carts changes lives in Kenya.  Partners 
for Care allowed 7 of us from 3 
shops/Affiliates to travel around 
Kenya and see first hand how the 
carts are making a difference.  PFC 
has been delivering carts since 2017 
and total over 3,000 carts.  Columbia 
has provided most of those carts 
along with Kansas, Twin Cities, 
Penney Farms and now Stow.

Connie Cheren, PFC President/
Founder says that building a strong 
relationship with a NGO allows for 
follow up and reporting the data.  
Already published data is showing how our carts make a real difference in lives, something we always knew but being 
published by Mount Kenya University gives a real validity to our knowledge.  (See separate article.)

The photo above is a home for disabled children in the semi-deserts northern Kenya, 22 km from Isiolo.  Eight small 
carts from West MI, Penney Farms FL, and Columbia were repaired, chains tightened, and seats adjusted.  You never 
have all the spare parts you need.  All carts in good condition since 2017.

Our group traveled to the maritime/coastal environment Malinde and Gede for two days to see some of the original carts 
given away.  Shocking was the amount of rust and corrosion from the salty weather.  Good powder coated wheels and 
parts had rusted.  Not enough to disable any carts but showing discoloration and wear after only 2-3 years.

Other days spent in Nairobi and the slums where PFC has a medical clinic, computer school and 
literacy school.  Young adults are being helped up by learning a trade.  Sewing schools in Malinde, 
Marsabit, we only saw two out of 13 sewing centers, with dozens of the Columbia sewing 
machines in use (from our warehouse).

Kenyans Drive Your Sponsored Carts

Next Craft Beer and Carts event on June 14.
Last spring the Rotaract Club organized 
a new fundraising event for Mobility 
Carts.  They found 31 sponsors for a cart 
raising $10,155.  Thank you for all the 
decorated carts we shipped to Kenya, 
Partners for Care.  PFC has been sending 
photos of those recipients.  To the right is 
the first one received that was decorated 
and sponsored by our very own new 
shop contractor, Coil Construction.  (See 
the Cosmopolitan Club sponsored cart 
in the university study article.)  Would 
your business or group like to enter the 
event this year and try to win the best 
decorated?  Our goal is 50 businesses 
in 2020.  Looking forward to seeing all 
of you at the closing event - Logboat 
Brewery Company on Sunday, June 14 
from 12-4 pm.

Executive Director visits children with disabilities and performs cart maintenance.

(continued on next page)

Mount Kenya University Studies Carts

A study focused on “The psycho-social and economic impact of Mobility Carts”.
“Abstract
The Kenyan communities just like any other communities anywhere across the globe have their members disadvantaged due 
to their physical conditions. They are living with, at times multiple disabilities. These members most times rely on family and 
well-wishers to move from one place to another. The social, economic, emotional and spiritual challenges they face cannot be 
underrated. Some have even opted to commit suicide in times of ultimate desperation. It’s from this background that a Study on 
The Psycho-Social and Economic impact of Mobility Carts distributed by Partners for Care (PFC) among physically challenged 
persons was conducted in Kiambu County, Kenya.

It involved beneficiaries of fifty (50) Mobility Carts donated…..out of the fifty Mobility Carts that were sampled among PWDs 
(persons with disabilities) in Kiambu County, in 8 sub-counties, 44 (88%) beneficiaries were reached while six beneficiaries 
(12%) were unreachable due to relocation to other areas or unavailability…. The study established that the Mobility Cart 
beneficiaries had a remarkable improvement in their self-esteem, engagement, had facilitated them engage in economic activity, 
interaction with the family and society had improved and some had gained some degree of self-reliance. The Mobility Carts 
have brought an all-round transformation of the lives of many beneficiaries are improving their physical, spiritual 
and psychological welfare….

INTRODUCTION
…. A person who is either born with the disability or acquires it loses independence and acquires a state of permanent 
dependence on the family, society, and community. The most unfortunate bit is that all those meant to assist the 
immobile individual have an inherent need to be free and independent. There is a clear dissonance of these two 
people’s needs….
It is estimated that 1.16 million people (26.2%) are mobility impaired in Kenya, according to a 2009 Kenya 
demographic survey. The proportion of PWDs using assistive devices/support services is quite low. The World Health 
Organization (WHO 2010) reports that only 5-15% of people who require assistive devices have access to them 
in middle-income and low-income countries. According to 2008, Kenya Survey for PWDs, the causes of physical 
disabilities were accidents (27%), diseases (17%) and 15% 
congenital….”

The study continued to speak on the efforts of the Kenyan 
government and global organizations to assist with mobility 
devices available through county assistance and for purchase at 
private businesses.  “Despite all these bodies working together 
to provide mobility devices, the need for
mobility devices surpasses the supply.”  Some PWDs 
discontinued rehabilitation services or did not purchase devices 
through private businesses because of cost….
“Read more in our upcoming summer issue”

- Phelista Wangui, Dept. Head & PFC

$11,720 raised thru CoMoGives

65 donors (13 new donors) gave thru this county wide awareness program in December. Thank you to everyone 
who supported our mission. 39 more carts will be assembled and shipped this year; that’s over one week’s 
production. Your help is needed for the other 51 weeks in 2020.

Cosmopolitan Club sponsored cart with a mini-mart.



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665
9009

Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Frank Albert & Henry Michael Powell & Lois Meredith by Joe & Pat Powell
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norm Anderson
•	 Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
•	 Gary Brewer by Sue Brewer
•	 Rev. Richard Combs by Julie Combs
•	 Frank Conley by Carla Conley
•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan
•	 David Gladhart by Trinity United Methodist Women
•	 Whitney Hicks by Richard Goodwin, John Doll
•	 Loren Jung by Jess & Doris Lyons
•	 Linda Louise Knipp by Ray & Linda McKenzie
•	 William E. Magruder by Garry Magruder
•	 Liz Meinhardt by Share & Care Group
•	 Charles Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus Families
•	 Earl & Leona Miner by Hellen Welch

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Our children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd 

Rudloff
•	 My Children/Grandchildren/Great Grandchildren: Ferrell/Dudgeon/

Russell/Sturgeon/DeOliveira Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Kathryn A. Adams by Elmer & Marge Bigham
•	 Amesville (OH) Federated Parish by David & Bonita Maze
•	 Ned Azdell by Berry & Jo Azdell
•	 Bonita Baer, Elizabeth Ann Morgan, Elaine Thompson, and Anne Miller 

by Kay Wallace
•	 Bancroft Family by Michael Bancroft
•	 Norman Bouffard by Joe Wilson
•	 Glenn & Kate Brown and Janet & Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
•	 Columbia Board of REALTORS, MO by Marcia Thrasher, Glenda 

Hardin, Lauren Baxter, Wanda Northway, Dale Metcalf 
•	 Carla Conley by Allison Farnen
•	 Joe & Betty Dillard by Mark and Jennifer Dressler
•	 Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Sally Doyle, Lawrence Doerr
•	 Mark and Jennifer Dressler by Joe & Betty Dillard, Lisa & Bruce Miles
•	 Family Christmas gift by Lloyd Viehland
•	 Ferrell, Dudgeon, Russell, Kelley, Young Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Fred Fischer by Webberville United Methodist Men
•	 Myrle Fuller by Don Fuller
•	 Jeri Furness by Dean & Elaine Tobey
•	 Susan Heinsz by Megan Heinsz
•	 Elsie Heller by Burton Heller
•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Joan Frey
•	 Larry Hogan by Rebecca Maxson, Andi Kelly
•	 Jim and Bonnie Howard by Doris & Glendall Stout
•	 Ron Houser by Chris Houser & Werner Ehlenberger
•	 Ingstad, Sanderson and Trokey Families by Carol Trokey
•	 Lisa, Mark, Sandy, Jeff, and Melody Irle by Martha Louise Baile
•	 Jesus by Marcella Zellner
•	 Philip Keithahn’s birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
•	 Steve & Julie Koirtyohann by Beverly Jo Forderhase
•	 Marnie and Layton by Carla Conley

December 27th, concrete footings are poured.

Strong Partner Delivers Your Carts (continued from page 1)

PFC hires only Kenyans to run their programs.  They are dedicated to helping their own become productive citizens.  All 
the staff are supporting themselves after they support their families back in the villages and towns where they came from.

29 year old Francis operates a food stand with his cart & Mini-Mart.

Nairobi young man, Francis 29, with amputated feet, using a Mini-Mart to sell 
items at a busy intersection.  The local county Disability Council is a partner with 
PFC to locate the needy persons.

In summary, PFC works where many NGO’s do not go in Kenya.  We saw sewing 
centers, medical clinics, computer and literacy schools and how they change 
lives.  Mobility Carts are a huge success and looking for more.  PFC has memos 
of understanding now with two universities, numerous county governments and 
even has the ear of the Vice President of the Kenyan Government.  PFC is evaluating 
a new resin rotomolded body cart made by Step2 corporation. (This is an R & D 
project test by our international level organization.)  The last day we delivered two 
carts to two wood body cart owners to let them run with them for a test period.  PFC 
will be following up to see how they hold up.  Only to become maybe an option 
along with a wood body cart.  Thank you for supporting our mission to build carts 
and sending me to evaluate your carts and their use in person.

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Our founder’s book 
of stories is still 
available for $20 
with all proceeds 
going to build & 
ship more carts.  Or 
mail your check for 
$25 with postage and 
note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.

•	 Sid Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 Bob Ragland by Nancy Howard, Robin Smith, Doyle & Claire Kelley, 

Linda Day, Roger Hofmeister, Don Van Den Berghe, Gerry Vogler, & 
Joyce Ragland

•	 Don & Wanda Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maguire
•	 Sons: Bill, Steve, and Ben by Martha Albrecht
•	 Zack Stidmon by Catherine O’Brien
•	 Skeet Taylor by Jim & Joanne Taylor
•	 Joe Turk by Sharon UMW-Dorcas Fellowship
•	 Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson

•	 Dean and Bek Linsenmeyer by Terry & Velma Peck
•	 Kathy and Andy Maynard by Kathy Perks
•	 Naomi Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus 

Families
•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran
•	 Jeff & Barbara Moran by Miller’s Creek Community Club
•	 Elizabeth Ann Morgan by Barb Hewitt, Carolyn Paris
•	 Gary Moreau by Gary & Jody Vanderwerf, Elsie Heller
•	 Mildred Moreau by Linda Turner
•	 Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman
•	 Anthony and Faith Peters by Linda Watkins
•	 David Pittman by Paul Pevsner
•	 Shirlee Poore by Karla Poore-Malaney
•	 Francine McGuire Popeck by Karen & Charlie Popeck
•	 Joe Powell by Turf & Joann Martin
•	 June Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 MaKenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene DeKruif
•	 Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
•	 Sander Family by Theodore Sander, Kathleen & Christian Basi
•	 Alana Shelare by Marian Milliken
•	 Robert and Laura Speckhals by Ray & Doris Speckhals
•	 Jim Taylor by Philip Jost 
•	 Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
•	 John & Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
•	 Joni Troyer by Cathy Troyer
•	 Betty Sue Veal’s birthday & JoAnn Wright’s birthday by Minna 

Appleby
•	 Carolyn Wenneker by Charles & Marie Knowles, Ronald & Gale Crain
•	 Melodie West by Bonnie Benson
•	 Mel West by Stan Grebing
•	 Susan West by Barbara Stephens
•	 The West Family by Martin West
•	 Mel & Barbara West by Carolyn Steinhaus, Marcia Nana, Robert & 

Carol Cannon, Mary Isabel Doak
•	 Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
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New Shop Building Goes Vertical
Snow, concrete, and steel mix at construction site. 
The 12,500 square feet Mel & Barbara West Cart Center is coming along.  On a very cold day in November, we had 
the groundbreaking ceremony and heard from our Founder, Mel, and our Executive Director.  69 were in attendance.  
In between snowfalls, work is being coordinated by Coil Construction.  Pull by 4825 E Meyer Industrial Drive yourself 
and check it out (south side of Columbia off highway 63).  View a construction slide show at our website’s home page.

February 19th, steel framing going up.

Mobility Cart Donation Slip

Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts sent 
to Kenya at $55 each.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

 

 

6. Director’s Column (not included in last issue – here’s a small picture of him to include) 

 

 

Mobility Carts Comprise A Nationwide Endeavor. 

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around the country.   Brake handles 
originate from recycled plastic in state of Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima 
Company in northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, MO make the 
seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  Welding of pull tongues and brake 
handles come from a group of 20 plus farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s 
Lutheran Church pay for the steel. 

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from Jim Hall and long‐time friends.  
Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from 
EXLTube and Lapham‐Hickey Steel companies. 

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 welders.  However Keytesville, 
MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in 
Lexington, MO, a Rotary Club connection. 
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December 31, 2017 Cart Production = 1,853

built in 2017
1,853

ContaCt uS
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter
Gifts Given in MeMory:
• Denny Anderson by Lesa & Kent Tegeler
• Ginny Andrews by Janice Hitchcock
• William Appelgate by Richard & Joyce Appelgate
• Richard Brashler by Terry Sachsel, Janet Brashler
• Marlene Braunecker by Jason & Jessica Braunecker
• Norma Brookshire by Gina Hall, Dale & Mary Ann Larison, Judy 

Hibbs, Emery Sapp & Sons Inc, James & Mary Lou Ballenger, Bill 
& Debby Thomas, A. B. Smart, Steve & Julene Thornhill, Larry & 
Nancy Wilcoxsen, J. R. & Charlotte Perry, Robert Roth, Ray & Linda 
McKenzie, Leroy & Janice Carlos, Dorothy McMahan, Robert Korff, 
Gary & Marion Moreau, Guyrene & John Burks, Karen & Robert 
Kinkead, Dale & Mary Ann Larison 

• Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
• Hilda Church from Minna Appleby
• Frank Conley by Carla Conley
• Bill and Vera Davis by Kay & Bill St. Onge
• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling
• Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage
• Rev. Cliff Furness by Leanne Trebilcock
• Ted and Mark Henrichs by Margaret Henrichs
• Dean Gore by Jonnie & Marilyn Kerrick
• Marie Collis Glenn & Jerry Glenn by John Glenn
• Glen Hastings by Walt & JoAnn Hays
• Donna Hofmeister by Royce Ragland & Ken Bloem

• Stella & Greyson Kimbrough by JoAnn Kimbrough
• Louise Moyer by Weldon & Edra Beach
• Carolyn McCoy by Don McCoy
• Richard Myers by Joan Myers
• Charles Millner by Naomi Millner, Rick & Jan Williamson
• Leona Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Roger Mitchell by Joyce Mitchell
• Alfredo Moore & Doris Collins Moore by George Moore
• Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones
• Joe & Betty Newberry by John & Debbie Newberry
• Jeffery OBrien by Mary Louise OBrien Grafield
• Bill Poore by Shirlee Poore
• Robert C. Shaw by Mary Ann Shaw
• Charles Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maquire
• Moine West by Carol and Robert Cannon, Elizabeth Cannon, Sarah 

Cannon, Mell and Anne Wagner, Lucy Sauer, Sass & Yvonne Tracy, Mary 
Frantz,  Cleo Kottwitz & Judy Parsons, Ross & Ava Swofford, LaVonne 
Patterson, Saralyn McFarland, Charlotte Stradford, Otto & Carolyn 
Steinhaus, Mel & Bev Toellner, Bill & Annette Watts, Judith Hill, 
Harrold & Nancy Ankeney, 

• Madeline Wilcox by Larry Wilcox
• Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson
• Arthur & Ruth Witt by Judith Witt-Croswhite

We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility Worldwide to honor or remember 
someone. These gifts will be put to good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

Gifts Given in Honor:
• Amesville Federated Church, David & Hope Diggle, Rich & Alice Edwards 

by David & Bonita Maze
• Delta Bement and Paul Barker by First United Methodist Presbyterian Church
• Troy and Amy Bowers by Sid & Mary Jean Leeper
• Glenn and Kate Brown and Janet and Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
• Patty Brown by Kathi Cook
• Children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd Rudloff
• Marnie and Layton Conley by Carla Conley
• Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Rosemary Doerr, Joan Doyle
• Janet Epperson birthday by Dell Epperson 
• Wanda Evans by John Evans
• Ferrell and Russell Families Near and Far by Beth Ferrell
• William Floerchinger by David Floerchinger
• Lawrence Garvin by James & Janice Cha
• Aileen & Lawrence Garvin by Karen Garvin
• Susan Helder by Catherine O’Brien
• Connie Hunt by Weldon & Edra Beach, Harold & Jan Beach
• Bruce IntVeld by Byron & Delores Farris
• Mark A. Irle by Martha Baile
• Owen and Patricia Jackson from Linda Sue Brown
• Philip Keithahn’s 60th Birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
• Kernell family by Barbara Kernell
• Dr. Garrett Korrect & Dr. Jon Webb by Jeanette Korrect 
• Jim Lee by Jonathan Lee
• Bob Lofgren by Christine & Ron Houser
• Bruce and Lisa Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler
• Naomi Millner by Rick & Jan Williamson

• Earl Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Jeff Moran’s birthday by David & Mary Tucker
• Robert Morrison by Earline Morrison
• Richard Ohrt’s birthday by Cheryl Greiman
• Judy Parsons by Cleo Kottwitz
• Kathy Perks by Andy & Kathy Maynard
• Joe and Pat Powell from Turf and JoAnn Martin
• June Powell birthday by Deborah Ann Sanders
• Joe Powell by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Boston
• Roger & Marge marriage by Richard Goodwin
• Michael Ratliff by Jacob Ratliff
• Makenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene De Kruif
• Marvin Rogers by Pack Matthews
• Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
• Alana Shelare by Judy Milliken/Ross & John
• Michael & Kristen Smith & Family by Terry & Jane Smith
• Elaine Thompson and Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan
• Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
• John and Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
• Mel & Anne Wagner by Bill & Melanie Pohlman
• Judy Wall by Thomas Juba
• Barbara and Richard Webb by Lucy Armstrong
• Mel West by Stan Grebing, Don & Fran Day, Glen Ehrhardt
• Mel and Barbara West by Lucy Sauer
• The Wests by Martin West
• Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
• Warren Zahler by Tom & Maya Kiehl

built in 2018
338

voLunteer spotLiGHt 
attractiveness of servinG

Larry Hall worked at Mizzou Hospital in Construction Engineering 
for his career.  After retiring, Larry is breaking down carts every 
Monday morning preparing last week’s production to be boxed 
on Tuesday.  Then he comes back on Tuesday and wraps each box 
with straps to ship out.  The shop is served well by Larry and others 
that come from a variety of backgrounds.  The love for the disabled 
shines through by each hour served.  By the way Larry’s wife, Edith 
is an award winning cake baker, too.  Columbia shop is fortunate.

Gary’s coLuMn: 
MobiLity carts coMprise a nationwide endeavor.

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around 
the country.   Brake handles originate from recycled plastic in state of 
Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima Company in 
northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, 
MO make the seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  
Welding of pull tongues and brake handles come from a group of 20 plus 
farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church pay for the steel.

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from 
Jim Hall and long-time friends.  Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive 
twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from EXLTube and 
Lapham-Hickey Steel companies.

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 
welders.  However Keytesville, MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men 
weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in Lexington, MO, a 
Rotary Club connection.

Other parts like the lower chain guards are donated by Matt Stanton, Urbana, 
IL.  Local metal pieces by the hundreds are prepared by Don O’Bannon, Ron 
Brookshire, Ken McLaughlin and Skinner Machine.  Then Harold Bossaller 
will weld the crank handles.

Most of the wood pieces originate in Columbia, Moberly, and Jefferson City.  However, we have men’s groups cutting wood in Overland 
Park, KS; Warrensburg, MO; Winterset, IA; Northboro, IA; and O’Fallon, MO.

Contributors to each part became involved by seeing the cart on a TV story, in a magazine article, or in our newsletter.  However, 
most of our volunteers came because they were invited by a friend that works here, creating a base of over 200 volunteers. 

WHO DO YOU KNOW?

- Gary Moreau, executive director

Caption:  Picture of Warrensburg Team with their wood 
delivery in 2014.

GLowinG reports (Continued)

2017 email: 
”Dear People of PET Project,

I’m a US doc in Old Fangak South Sudan.  We absolutely LOVE 
your wheelchairs.  They are overwhelmingly awesome.

Your stories are so good.  Just that someone writes that a person lives 
in the dirt until they get these chairs is so good.  I remember seeing 
a child in clinic and asking about the mom - the aunt said, “Jill the 
mom is in the wheelchair you gave her and now she is off visiting her 
sister in a nearby village!”  Everyone is so happy.  Whole villages send 
their thanks to you all.

Dr. Jill Seaman, ASMP/Alaska Sudan Medical Project”  (She is 
referring to our newsletters which she receives.)

- Hunter tHoMpSon

“QuaLity is best Measured by 
tHose wHo use a product, ratHer 
tHan by tHose wHo Make it.”

Man affected by leprosy received a cart thru ASMP in May 2015.

YOU CAN SHOW GOD’S LOVE THROUGH VBS

Our Vacation Bible School kit includes a leader’s guide, 8 part 
DVD, and more.  Children’s activities for a mission moment are 
for Preschool on up.

Check out details at www.GiftofMobility.org under Get 
Involved, VBS. 

Order your kit for $15 and a display Mobility Cart.

De La Torre Men Get To Work
Three generations came all the way 
from Jefferson City to volunteer. 
Gaston De La Torre is a weekly 
assembly volunteer, promoter and 
does other tasks.  He brought his 
son Nick and grandsons Oscar, 
Vincent and Lucas from Chicago. 
Holidays bring fun surprises to the 
MW Shop.

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406

90000>
ISBN 978-0-578-21740-6
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Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665
9009

Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Frank Albert & Henry Michael Powell & Lois Meredith by Joe & Pat Powell
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norm Anderson
•	 Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
•	 Gary Brewer by Sue Brewer
•	 Rev. Richard Combs by Julie Combs
•	 Frank Conley by Carla Conley
•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan
•	 David Gladhart by Trinity United Methodist Women
•	 Whitney Hicks by Richard Goodwin, John Doll
•	 Loren Jung by Jess & Doris Lyons
•	 Linda Louise Knipp by Ray & Linda McKenzie
•	 William E. Magruder by Garry Magruder
•	 Liz Meinhardt by Share & Care Group
•	 Charles Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus Families
•	 Earl & Leona Miner by Hellen Welch

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Our children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd 

Rudloff
•	 My Children/Grandchildren/Great Grandchildren: Ferrell/Dudgeon/

Russell/Sturgeon/DeOliveira Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Kathryn A. Adams by Elmer & Marge Bigham
•	 Amesville (OH) Federated Parish by David & Bonita Maze
•	 Ned Azdell by Berry & Jo Azdell
•	 Bonita Baer, Elizabeth Ann Morgan, Elaine Thompson, and Anne Miller 

by Kay Wallace
•	 Bancroft Family by Michael Bancroft
•	 Norman Bouffard by Joe Wilson
•	 Glenn & Kate Brown and Janet & Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
•	 Columbia Board of REALTORS, MO by Marcia Thrasher, Glenda 

Hardin, Lauren Baxter, Wanda Northway, Dale Metcalf 
•	 Carla Conley by Allison Farnen
•	 Joe & Betty Dillard by Mark and Jennifer Dressler
•	 Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Sally Doyle, Lawrence Doerr
•	 Mark and Jennifer Dressler by Joe & Betty Dillard, Lisa & Bruce Miles
•	 Family Christmas gift by Lloyd Viehland
•	 Ferrell, Dudgeon, Russell, Kelley, Young Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Fred Fischer by Webberville United Methodist Men
•	 Myrle Fuller by Don Fuller
•	 Jeri Furness by Dean & Elaine Tobey
•	 Susan Heinsz by Megan Heinsz
•	 Elsie Heller by Burton Heller
•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Joan Frey
•	 Larry Hogan by Rebecca Maxson, Andi Kelly
•	 Jim and Bonnie Howard by Doris & Glendall Stout
•	 Ron Houser by Chris Houser & Werner Ehlenberger
•	 Ingstad, Sanderson and Trokey Families by Carol Trokey
•	 Lisa, Mark, Sandy, Jeff, and Melody Irle by Martha Louise Baile
•	 Jesus by Marcella Zellner
•	 Philip Keithahn’s birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
•	 Steve & Julie Koirtyohann by Beverly Jo Forderhase
•	 Marnie and Layton by Carla Conley

December 27th, concrete footings are poured.

Strong Partner Delivers Your Carts (continued from page 1)

PFC hires only Kenyans to run their programs.  They are dedicated to helping their own become productive citizens.  All 
the staff are supporting themselves after they support their families back in the villages and towns where they came from.

29 year old Francis operates a food stand with his cart & Mini-Mart.

Nairobi young man, Francis 29, with amputated feet, using a Mini-Mart to sell 
items at a busy intersection.  The local county Disability Council is a partner with 
PFC to locate the needy persons.

In summary, PFC works where many NGO’s do not go in Kenya.  We saw sewing 
centers, medical clinics, computer and literacy schools and how they change 
lives.  Mobility Carts are a huge success and looking for more.  PFC has memos 
of understanding now with two universities, numerous county governments and 
even has the ear of the Vice President of the Kenyan Government.  PFC is evaluating 
a new resin rotomolded body cart made by Step2 corporation. (This is an R & D 
project test by our international level organization.)  The last day we delivered two 
carts to two wood body cart owners to let them run with them for a test period.  PFC 
will be following up to see how they hold up.  Only to become maybe an option 
along with a wood body cart.  Thank you for supporting our mission to build carts 
and sending me to evaluate your carts and their use in person.

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Our founder’s book 
of stories is still 
available for $20 
with all proceeds 
going to build & 
ship more carts.  Or 
mail your check for 
$25 with postage and 
note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.

•	 Sid Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 Bob Ragland by Nancy Howard, Robin Smith, Doyle & Claire Kelley, 

Linda Day, Roger Hofmeister, Don Van Den Berghe, Gerry Vogler, & 
Joyce Ragland

•	 Don & Wanda Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maguire
•	 Sons: Bill, Steve, and Ben by Martha Albrecht
•	 Zack Stidmon by Catherine O’Brien
•	 Skeet Taylor by Jim & Joanne Taylor
•	 Joe Turk by Sharon UMW-Dorcas Fellowship
•	 Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson

•	 Dean and Bek Linsenmeyer by Terry & Velma Peck
•	 Kathy and Andy Maynard by Kathy Perks
•	 Naomi Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus 

Families
•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran
•	 Jeff & Barbara Moran by Miller’s Creek Community Club
•	 Elizabeth Ann Morgan by Barb Hewitt, Carolyn Paris
•	 Gary Moreau by Gary & Jody Vanderwerf, Elsie Heller
•	 Mildred Moreau by Linda Turner
•	 Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman
•	 Anthony and Faith Peters by Linda Watkins
•	 David Pittman by Paul Pevsner
•	 Shirlee Poore by Karla Poore-Malaney
•	 Francine McGuire Popeck by Karen & Charlie Popeck
•	 Joe Powell by Turf & Joann Martin
•	 June Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 MaKenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene DeKruif
•	 Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
•	 Sander Family by Theodore Sander, Kathleen & Christian Basi
•	 Alana Shelare by Marian Milliken
•	 Robert and Laura Speckhals by Ray & Doris Speckhals
•	 Jim Taylor by Philip Jost 
•	 Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
•	 John & Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
•	 Joni Troyer by Cathy Troyer
•	 Betty Sue Veal’s birthday & JoAnn Wright’s birthday by Minna 

Appleby
•	 Carolyn Wenneker by Charles & Marie Knowles, Ronald & Gale Crain
•	 Melodie West by Bonnie Benson
•	 Mel West by Stan Grebing
•	 Susan West by Barbara Stephens
•	 The West Family by Martin West
•	 Mel & Barbara West by Carolyn Steinhaus, Marcia Nana, Robert & 

Carol Cannon, Mary Isabel Doak
•	 Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
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New Shop Building Goes Vertical
Snow, concrete, and steel mix at construction site. 
The 12,500 square feet Mel & Barbara West Cart Center is coming along.  On a very cold day in November, we had 
the groundbreaking ceremony and heard from our Founder, Mel, and our Executive Director.  69 were in attendance.  
In between snowfalls, work is being coordinated by Coil Construction.  Pull by 4825 E Meyer Industrial Drive yourself 
and check it out (south side of Columbia off highway 63).  View a construction slide show at our website’s home page.

February 19th, steel framing going up.

Mobility Cart Donation Slip

Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts sent 
to Kenya at $55 each.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

 

 

6. Director’s Column (not included in last issue – here’s a small picture of him to include) 

 

 

Mobility Carts Comprise A Nationwide Endeavor. 

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around the country.   Brake handles 
originate from recycled plastic in state of Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima 
Company in northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, MO make the 
seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  Welding of pull tongues and brake 
handles come from a group of 20 plus farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s 
Lutheran Church pay for the steel. 

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from Jim Hall and long‐time friends.  
Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from 
EXLTube and Lapham‐Hickey Steel companies. 

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 welders.  However Keytesville, 
MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in 
Lexington, MO, a Rotary Club connection. 
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December 31, 2017 Cart Production = 1,853

built in 2017
1,853

ContaCt uS
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter
Gifts Given in MeMory:
• Denny Anderson by Lesa & Kent Tegeler
• Ginny Andrews by Janice Hitchcock
• William Appelgate by Richard & Joyce Appelgate
• Richard Brashler by Terry Sachsel, Janet Brashler
• Marlene Braunecker by Jason & Jessica Braunecker
• Norma Brookshire by Gina Hall, Dale & Mary Ann Larison, Judy 

Hibbs, Emery Sapp & Sons Inc, James & Mary Lou Ballenger, Bill 
& Debby Thomas, A. B. Smart, Steve & Julene Thornhill, Larry & 
Nancy Wilcoxsen, J. R. & Charlotte Perry, Robert Roth, Ray & Linda 
McKenzie, Leroy & Janice Carlos, Dorothy McMahan, Robert Korff, 
Gary & Marion Moreau, Guyrene & John Burks, Karen & Robert 
Kinkead, Dale & Mary Ann Larison 

• Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
• Hilda Church from Minna Appleby
• Frank Conley by Carla Conley
• Bill and Vera Davis by Kay & Bill St. Onge
• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling
• Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage
• Rev. Cliff Furness by Leanne Trebilcock
• Ted and Mark Henrichs by Margaret Henrichs
• Dean Gore by Jonnie & Marilyn Kerrick
• Marie Collis Glenn & Jerry Glenn by John Glenn
• Glen Hastings by Walt & JoAnn Hays
• Donna Hofmeister by Royce Ragland & Ken Bloem

• Stella & Greyson Kimbrough by JoAnn Kimbrough
• Louise Moyer by Weldon & Edra Beach
• Carolyn McCoy by Don McCoy
• Richard Myers by Joan Myers
• Charles Millner by Naomi Millner, Rick & Jan Williamson
• Leona Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Roger Mitchell by Joyce Mitchell
• Alfredo Moore & Doris Collins Moore by George Moore
• Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones
• Joe & Betty Newberry by John & Debbie Newberry
• Jeffery OBrien by Mary Louise OBrien Grafield
• Bill Poore by Shirlee Poore
• Robert C. Shaw by Mary Ann Shaw
• Charles Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maquire
• Moine West by Carol and Robert Cannon, Elizabeth Cannon, Sarah 

Cannon, Mell and Anne Wagner, Lucy Sauer, Sass & Yvonne Tracy, Mary 
Frantz,  Cleo Kottwitz & Judy Parsons, Ross & Ava Swofford, LaVonne 
Patterson, Saralyn McFarland, Charlotte Stradford, Otto & Carolyn 
Steinhaus, Mel & Bev Toellner, Bill & Annette Watts, Judith Hill, 
Harrold & Nancy Ankeney, 

• Madeline Wilcox by Larry Wilcox
• Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson
• Arthur & Ruth Witt by Judith Witt-Croswhite

We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility Worldwide to honor or remember 
someone. These gifts will be put to good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

Gifts Given in Honor:
• Amesville Federated Church, David & Hope Diggle, Rich & Alice Edwards 

by David & Bonita Maze
• Delta Bement and Paul Barker by First United Methodist Presbyterian Church
• Troy and Amy Bowers by Sid & Mary Jean Leeper
• Glenn and Kate Brown and Janet and Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
• Patty Brown by Kathi Cook
• Children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd Rudloff
• Marnie and Layton Conley by Carla Conley
• Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Rosemary Doerr, Joan Doyle
• Janet Epperson birthday by Dell Epperson 
• Wanda Evans by John Evans
• Ferrell and Russell Families Near and Far by Beth Ferrell
• William Floerchinger by David Floerchinger
• Lawrence Garvin by James & Janice Cha
• Aileen & Lawrence Garvin by Karen Garvin
• Susan Helder by Catherine O’Brien
• Connie Hunt by Weldon & Edra Beach, Harold & Jan Beach
• Bruce IntVeld by Byron & Delores Farris
• Mark A. Irle by Martha Baile
• Owen and Patricia Jackson from Linda Sue Brown
• Philip Keithahn’s 60th Birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
• Kernell family by Barbara Kernell
• Dr. Garrett Korrect & Dr. Jon Webb by Jeanette Korrect 
• Jim Lee by Jonathan Lee
• Bob Lofgren by Christine & Ron Houser
• Bruce and Lisa Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler
• Naomi Millner by Rick & Jan Williamson

• Earl Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Jeff Moran’s birthday by David & Mary Tucker
• Robert Morrison by Earline Morrison
• Richard Ohrt’s birthday by Cheryl Greiman
• Judy Parsons by Cleo Kottwitz
• Kathy Perks by Andy & Kathy Maynard
• Joe and Pat Powell from Turf and JoAnn Martin
• June Powell birthday by Deborah Ann Sanders
• Joe Powell by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Boston
• Roger & Marge marriage by Richard Goodwin
• Michael Ratliff by Jacob Ratliff
• Makenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene De Kruif
• Marvin Rogers by Pack Matthews
• Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
• Alana Shelare by Judy Milliken/Ross & John
• Michael & Kristen Smith & Family by Terry & Jane Smith
• Elaine Thompson and Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan
• Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
• John and Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
• Mel & Anne Wagner by Bill & Melanie Pohlman
• Judy Wall by Thomas Juba
• Barbara and Richard Webb by Lucy Armstrong
• Mel West by Stan Grebing, Don & Fran Day, Glen Ehrhardt
• Mel and Barbara West by Lucy Sauer
• The Wests by Martin West
• Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
• Warren Zahler by Tom & Maya Kiehl

built in 2018
338

voLunteer spotLiGHt 
attractiveness of servinG

Larry Hall worked at Mizzou Hospital in Construction Engineering 
for his career.  After retiring, Larry is breaking down carts every 
Monday morning preparing last week’s production to be boxed 
on Tuesday.  Then he comes back on Tuesday and wraps each box 
with straps to ship out.  The shop is served well by Larry and others 
that come from a variety of backgrounds.  The love for the disabled 
shines through by each hour served.  By the way Larry’s wife, Edith 
is an award winning cake baker, too.  Columbia shop is fortunate.

Gary’s coLuMn: 
MobiLity carts coMprise a nationwide endeavor.

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around 
the country.   Brake handles originate from recycled plastic in state of 
Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima Company in 
northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, 
MO make the seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  
Welding of pull tongues and brake handles come from a group of 20 plus 
farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church pay for the steel.

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from 
Jim Hall and long-time friends.  Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive 
twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from EXLTube and 
Lapham-Hickey Steel companies.

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 
welders.  However Keytesville, MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men 
weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in Lexington, MO, a 
Rotary Club connection.

Other parts like the lower chain guards are donated by Matt Stanton, Urbana, 
IL.  Local metal pieces by the hundreds are prepared by Don O’Bannon, Ron 
Brookshire, Ken McLaughlin and Skinner Machine.  Then Harold Bossaller 
will weld the crank handles.

Most of the wood pieces originate in Columbia, Moberly, and Jefferson City.  However, we have men’s groups cutting wood in Overland 
Park, KS; Warrensburg, MO; Winterset, IA; Northboro, IA; and O’Fallon, MO.

Contributors to each part became involved by seeing the cart on a TV story, in a magazine article, or in our newsletter.  However, 
most of our volunteers came because they were invited by a friend that works here, creating a base of over 200 volunteers. 

WHO DO YOU KNOW?

- Gary Moreau, executive director

Caption:  Picture of Warrensburg Team with their wood 
delivery in 2014.

GLowinG reports (Continued)

2017 email: 
”Dear People of PET Project,

I’m a US doc in Old Fangak South Sudan.  We absolutely LOVE 
your wheelchairs.  They are overwhelmingly awesome.

Your stories are so good.  Just that someone writes that a person lives 
in the dirt until they get these chairs is so good.  I remember seeing 
a child in clinic and asking about the mom - the aunt said, “Jill the 
mom is in the wheelchair you gave her and now she is off visiting her 
sister in a nearby village!”  Everyone is so happy.  Whole villages send 
their thanks to you all.

Dr. Jill Seaman, ASMP/Alaska Sudan Medical Project”  (She is 
referring to our newsletters which she receives.)

- Hunter tHoMpSon

“QuaLity is best Measured by 
tHose wHo use a product, ratHer 
tHan by tHose wHo Make it.”

Man affected by leprosy received a cart thru ASMP in May 2015.

YOU CAN SHOW GOD’S LOVE THROUGH VBS

Our Vacation Bible School kit includes a leader’s guide, 8 part 
DVD, and more.  Children’s activities for a mission moment are 
for Preschool on up.

Check out details at www.GiftofMobility.org under Get 
Involved, VBS. 

Order your kit for $15 and a display Mobility Cart.

De La Torre Men Get To Work
Three generations came all the way 
from Jefferson City to volunteer. 
Gaston De La Torre is a weekly 
assembly volunteer, promoter and 
does other tasks.  He brought his 
son Nick and grandsons Oscar, 
Vincent and Lucas from Chicago. 
Holidays bring fun surprises to the 
MW Shop.

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406

90000>
ISBN 978-0-578-21740-6
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Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665
9009

Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Frank Albert & Henry Michael Powell & Lois Meredith by Joe & Pat Powell
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norm Anderson
•	 Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
•	 Gary Brewer by Sue Brewer
•	 Rev. Richard Combs by Julie Combs
•	 Frank Conley by Carla Conley
•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan
•	 David Gladhart by Trinity United Methodist Women
•	 Whitney Hicks by Richard Goodwin, John Doll
•	 Loren Jung by Jess & Doris Lyons
•	 Linda Louise Knipp by Ray & Linda McKenzie
•	 William E. Magruder by Garry Magruder
•	 Liz Meinhardt by Share & Care Group
•	 Charles Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus Families
•	 Earl & Leona Miner by Hellen Welch

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Our children, grandchildren & great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd 

Rudloff
•	 My Children/Grandchildren/Great Grandchildren: Ferrell/Dudgeon/

Russell/Sturgeon/DeOliveira Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Kathryn A. Adams by Elmer & Marge Bigham
•	 Amesville (OH) Federated Parish by David & Bonita Maze
•	 Ned Azdell by Berry & Jo Azdell
•	 Bonita Baer, Elizabeth Ann Morgan, Elaine Thompson, and Anne Miller 

by Kay Wallace
•	 Bancroft Family by Michael Bancroft
•	 Norman Bouffard by Joe Wilson
•	 Glenn & Kate Brown and Janet & Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
•	 Columbia Board of REALTORS, MO by Marcia Thrasher, Glenda 

Hardin, Lauren Baxter, Wanda Northway, Dale Metcalf 
•	 Carla Conley by Allison Farnen
•	 Joe & Betty Dillard by Mark and Jennifer Dressler
•	 Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Sally Doyle, Lawrence Doerr
•	 Mark and Jennifer Dressler by Joe & Betty Dillard, Lisa & Bruce Miles
•	 Family Christmas gift by Lloyd Viehland
•	 Ferrell, Dudgeon, Russell, Kelley, Young Families by Beth Ferrell
•	 Fred Fischer by Webberville United Methodist Men
•	 Myrle Fuller by Don Fuller
•	 Jeri Furness by Dean & Elaine Tobey
•	 Susan Heinsz by Megan Heinsz
•	 Elsie Heller by Burton Heller
•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Joan Frey
•	 Larry Hogan by Rebecca Maxson, Andi Kelly
•	 Jim and Bonnie Howard by Doris & Glendall Stout
•	 Ron Houser by Chris Houser & Werner Ehlenberger
•	 Ingstad, Sanderson and Trokey Families by Carol Trokey
•	 Lisa, Mark, Sandy, Jeff, and Melody Irle by Martha Louise Baile
•	 Jesus by Marcella Zellner
•	 Philip Keithahn’s birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
•	 Steve & Julie Koirtyohann by Beverly Jo Forderhase
•	 Marnie and Layton by Carla Conley

December 27th, concrete footings are poured.

Strong Partner Delivers Your Carts (continued from page 1)

PFC hires only Kenyans to run their programs.  They are dedicated to helping their own become productive citizens.  All 
the staff are supporting themselves after they support their families back in the villages and towns where they came from.

29 year old Francis operates a food stand with his cart & Mini-Mart.

Nairobi young man, Francis 29, with amputated feet, using a Mini-Mart to sell 
items at a busy intersection.  The local county Disability Council is a partner with 
PFC to locate the needy persons.

In summary, PFC works where many NGO’s do not go in Kenya.  We saw sewing 
centers, medical clinics, computer and literacy schools and how they change 
lives.  Mobility Carts are a huge success and looking for more.  PFC has memos 
of understanding now with two universities, numerous county governments and 
even has the ear of the Vice President of the Kenyan Government.  PFC is evaluating 
a new resin rotomolded body cart made by Step2 corporation. (This is an R & D 
project test by our international level organization.)  The last day we delivered two 
carts to two wood body cart owners to let them run with them for a test period.  PFC 
will be following up to see how they hold up.  Only to become maybe an option 
along with a wood body cart.  Thank you for supporting our mission to build carts 
and sending me to evaluate your carts and their use in person.

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Our founder’s book 
of stories is still 
available for $20 
with all proceeds 
going to build & 
ship more carts.  Or 
mail your check for 
$25 with postage and 
note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.

•	 Sid Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 Bob Ragland by Nancy Howard, Robin Smith, Doyle & Claire Kelley, 

Linda Day, Roger Hofmeister, Don Van Den Berghe, Gerry Vogler, & 
Joyce Ragland

•	 Don & Wanda Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maguire
•	 Sons: Bill, Steve, and Ben by Martha Albrecht
•	 Zack Stidmon by Catherine O’Brien
•	 Skeet Taylor by Jim & Joanne Taylor
•	 Joe Turk by Sharon UMW-Dorcas Fellowship
•	 Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson

•	 Dean and Bek Linsenmeyer by Terry & Velma Peck
•	 Kathy and Andy Maynard by Kathy Perks
•	 Naomi Millner by DeKrey, Mathieu, Pearson, Williamson, Faubus 

Families
•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran
•	 Jeff & Barbara Moran by Miller’s Creek Community Club
•	 Elizabeth Ann Morgan by Barb Hewitt, Carolyn Paris
•	 Gary Moreau by Gary & Jody Vanderwerf, Elsie Heller
•	 Mildred Moreau by Linda Turner
•	 Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman
•	 Anthony and Faith Peters by Linda Watkins
•	 David Pittman by Paul Pevsner
•	 Shirlee Poore by Karla Poore-Malaney
•	 Francine McGuire Popeck by Karen & Charlie Popeck
•	 Joe Powell by Turf & Joann Martin
•	 June Powell by Deborah Ann Sanders
•	 MaKenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene DeKruif
•	 Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
•	 Sander Family by Theodore Sander, Kathleen & Christian Basi
•	 Alana Shelare by Marian Milliken
•	 Robert and Laura Speckhals by Ray & Doris Speckhals
•	 Jim Taylor by Philip Jost 
•	 Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
•	 John & Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
•	 Joni Troyer by Cathy Troyer
•	 Betty Sue Veal’s birthday & JoAnn Wright’s birthday by Minna 

Appleby
•	 Carolyn Wenneker by Charles & Marie Knowles, Ronald & Gale Crain
•	 Melodie West by Bonnie Benson
•	 Mel West by Stan Grebing
•	 Susan West by Barbara Stephens
•	 The West Family by Martin West
•	 Mel & Barbara West by Carolyn Steinhaus, Marcia Nana, Robert & 

Carol Cannon, Mary Isabel Doak
•	 Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
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New Shop Building Goes Vertical
Snow, concrete, and steel mix at construction site. 
The 12,500 square feet Mel & Barbara West Cart Center is coming along.  On a very cold day in November, we had 
the groundbreaking ceremony and heard from our Founder, Mel, and our Executive Director.  69 were in attendance.  
In between snowfalls, work is being coordinated by Coil Construction.  Pull by 4825 E Meyer Industrial Drive yourself 
and check it out (south side of Columbia off highway 63).  View a construction slide show at our website’s home page.

February 19th, steel framing going up.

Mobility Cart Donation Slip

Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts sent 
to Kenya at $55 each.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

 

 

6. Director’s Column (not included in last issue – here’s a small picture of him to include) 

 

 

Mobility Carts Comprise A Nationwide Endeavor. 

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around the country.   Brake handles 
originate from recycled plastic in state of Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima 
Company in northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, MO make the 
seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  Welding of pull tongues and brake 
handles come from a group of 20 plus farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s 
Lutheran Church pay for the steel. 

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from Jim Hall and long‐time friends.  
Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from 
EXLTube and Lapham‐Hickey Steel companies. 

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 welders.  However Keytesville, 
MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in 
Lexington, MO, a Rotary Club connection. 

1130

496

227

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Large

Small

Pull

December 31, 2017 Cart Production = 1,853

built in 2017
1,853

ContaCt uS
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter
Gifts Given in MeMory:
• Denny Anderson by Lesa & Kent Tegeler
• Ginny Andrews by Janice Hitchcock
• William Appelgate by Richard & Joyce Appelgate
• Richard Brashler by Terry Sachsel, Janet Brashler
• Marlene Braunecker by Jason & Jessica Braunecker
• Norma Brookshire by Gina Hall, Dale & Mary Ann Larison, Judy 

Hibbs, Emery Sapp & Sons Inc, James & Mary Lou Ballenger, Bill 
& Debby Thomas, A. B. Smart, Steve & Julene Thornhill, Larry & 
Nancy Wilcoxsen, J. R. & Charlotte Perry, Robert Roth, Ray & Linda 
McKenzie, Leroy & Janice Carlos, Dorothy McMahan, Robert Korff, 
Gary & Marion Moreau, Guyrene & John Burks, Karen & Robert 
Kinkead, Dale & Mary Ann Larison 

• Megan Sawyer Ankeney by Harrold & Nancy Ankeney
• Hilda Church from Minna Appleby
• Frank Conley by Carla Conley
• Bill and Vera Davis by Kay & Bill St. Onge
• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling
• Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage
• Rev. Cliff Furness by Leanne Trebilcock
• Ted and Mark Henrichs by Margaret Henrichs
• Dean Gore by Jonnie & Marilyn Kerrick
• Marie Collis Glenn & Jerry Glenn by John Glenn
• Glen Hastings by Walt & JoAnn Hays
• Donna Hofmeister by Royce Ragland & Ken Bloem

• Stella & Greyson Kimbrough by JoAnn Kimbrough
• Louise Moyer by Weldon & Edra Beach
• Carolyn McCoy by Don McCoy
• Richard Myers by Joan Myers
• Charles Millner by Naomi Millner, Rick & Jan Williamson
• Leona Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Roger Mitchell by Joyce Mitchell
• Alfredo Moore & Doris Collins Moore by George Moore
• Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones
• Joe & Betty Newberry by John & Debbie Newberry
• Jeffery OBrien by Mary Louise OBrien Grafield
• Bill Poore by Shirlee Poore
• Robert C. Shaw by Mary Ann Shaw
• Charles Smith by Dianne & Patrick Maquire
• Moine West by Carol and Robert Cannon, Elizabeth Cannon, Sarah 

Cannon, Mell and Anne Wagner, Lucy Sauer, Sass & Yvonne Tracy, Mary 
Frantz,  Cleo Kottwitz & Judy Parsons, Ross & Ava Swofford, LaVonne 
Patterson, Saralyn McFarland, Charlotte Stradford, Otto & Carolyn 
Steinhaus, Mel & Bev Toellner, Bill & Annette Watts, Judith Hill, 
Harrold & Nancy Ankeney, 

• Madeline Wilcox by Larry Wilcox
• Harold Wilson by Donna Wilson
• Arthur & Ruth Witt by Judith Witt-Croswhite

We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility Worldwide to honor or remember 
someone. These gifts will be put to good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

Gifts Given in Honor:
• Amesville Federated Church, David & Hope Diggle, Rich & Alice Edwards 

by David & Bonita Maze
• Delta Bement and Paul Barker by First United Methodist Presbyterian Church
• Troy and Amy Bowers by Sid & Mary Jean Leeper
• Glenn and Kate Brown and Janet and Erick Martz by Tom & Mildred Brown
• Patty Brown by Kathi Cook
• Children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren by Diana & Lloyd Rudloff
• Marnie and Layton Conley by Carla Conley
• Jerry Doyle’s birthday by Rosemary Doerr, Joan Doyle
• Janet Epperson birthday by Dell Epperson 
• Wanda Evans by John Evans
• Ferrell and Russell Families Near and Far by Beth Ferrell
• William Floerchinger by David Floerchinger
• Lawrence Garvin by James & Janice Cha
• Aileen & Lawrence Garvin by Karen Garvin
• Susan Helder by Catherine O’Brien
• Connie Hunt by Weldon & Edra Beach, Harold & Jan Beach
• Bruce IntVeld by Byron & Delores Farris
• Mark A. Irle by Martha Baile
• Owen and Patricia Jackson from Linda Sue Brown
• Philip Keithahn’s 60th Birthday by Steve & Mari Ann Keithahn
• Kernell family by Barbara Kernell
• Dr. Garrett Korrect & Dr. Jon Webb by Jeanette Korrect 
• Jim Lee by Jonathan Lee
• Bob Lofgren by Christine & Ron Houser
• Bruce and Lisa Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler
• Naomi Millner by Rick & Jan Williamson

• Earl Miner by Shirley Dinkins
• Jeff Moran’s birthday by David & Mary Tucker
• Robert Morrison by Earline Morrison
• Richard Ohrt’s birthday by Cheryl Greiman
• Judy Parsons by Cleo Kottwitz
• Kathy Perks by Andy & Kathy Maynard
• Joe and Pat Powell from Turf and JoAnn Martin
• June Powell birthday by Deborah Ann Sanders
• Joe Powell by Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Boston
• Roger & Marge marriage by Richard Goodwin
• Michael Ratliff by Jacob Ratliff
• Makenzie Rogers by Barb & Gene De Kruif
• Marvin Rogers by Pack Matthews
• Diana & Lloyd Rudloff by Kim Rudloff
• Alana Shelare by Judy Milliken/Ross & John
• Michael & Kristen Smith & Family by Terry & Jane Smith
• Elaine Thompson and Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan
• Elaine Thompson by Blake Thompson
• John and Dorothy Tomlin by James & Rebecca Hottel
• Mel & Anne Wagner by Bill & Melanie Pohlman
• Judy Wall by Thomas Juba
• Barbara and Richard Webb by Lucy Armstrong
• Mel West by Stan Grebing, Don & Fran Day, Glen Ehrhardt
• Mel and Barbara West by Lucy Sauer
• The Wests by Martin West
• Barbara Wolf by Richard & Joyce Wolf
• Warren Zahler by Tom & Maya Kiehl

built in 2018
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voLunteer spotLiGHt 
attractiveness of servinG

Larry Hall worked at Mizzou Hospital in Construction Engineering 
for his career.  After retiring, Larry is breaking down carts every 
Monday morning preparing last week’s production to be boxed 
on Tuesday.  Then he comes back on Tuesday and wraps each box 
with straps to ship out.  The shop is served well by Larry and others 
that come from a variety of backgrounds.  The love for the disabled 
shines through by each hour served.  By the way Larry’s wife, Edith 
is an award winning cake baker, too.  Columbia shop is fortunate.

Gary’s coLuMn: 
MobiLity carts coMprise a nationwide endeavor.

Carts receive final assembly in Columbia.  The metal parts are made around 
the country.   Brake handles originate from recycled plastic in state of 
Washington.  Upper chain guards are donated by Kooima Company in 
northwest IA along with seat brackets.  Hubbell Power Systems in Centralia, 
MO make the seat support bracket and the toe plates with galvanized coating.  
Welding of pull tongues and brake handles come from a group of 20 plus 
farmers twice a year near Tarkio, MO.  Donations from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church pay for the steel.

Welded pedal posts, brake shoes and handles come from Quincy, IL from 
Jim Hall and long-time friends.  Welded pedal posts from Neil Richter arrive 
twice a year from Barnes, KS.  Tubing donations come from EXLTube and 
Lapham-Hickey Steel companies.

Thirty five frames are needed weekly and are made mostly locally by 6 
welders.  However Keytesville, MO and Fairfax, MO United Methodist Men 
weld and send in quarterly.  Goosenecks are welded in Lexington, MO, a 
Rotary Club connection.

Other parts like the lower chain guards are donated by Matt Stanton, Urbana, 
IL.  Local metal pieces by the hundreds are prepared by Don O’Bannon, Ron 
Brookshire, Ken McLaughlin and Skinner Machine.  Then Harold Bossaller 
will weld the crank handles.

Most of the wood pieces originate in Columbia, Moberly, and Jefferson City.  However, we have men’s groups cutting wood in Overland 
Park, KS; Warrensburg, MO; Winterset, IA; Northboro, IA; and O’Fallon, MO.

Contributors to each part became involved by seeing the cart on a TV story, in a magazine article, or in our newsletter.  However, 
most of our volunteers came because they were invited by a friend that works here, creating a base of over 200 volunteers. 

WHO DO YOU KNOW?

- Gary Moreau, executive director

Caption:  Picture of Warrensburg Team with their wood 
delivery in 2014.

GLowinG reports (Continued)

2017 email: 
”Dear People of PET Project,

I’m a US doc in Old Fangak South Sudan.  We absolutely LOVE 
your wheelchairs.  They are overwhelmingly awesome.

Your stories are so good.  Just that someone writes that a person lives 
in the dirt until they get these chairs is so good.  I remember seeing 
a child in clinic and asking about the mom - the aunt said, “Jill the 
mom is in the wheelchair you gave her and now she is off visiting her 
sister in a nearby village!”  Everyone is so happy.  Whole villages send 
their thanks to you all.

Dr. Jill Seaman, ASMP/Alaska Sudan Medical Project”  (She is 
referring to our newsletters which she receives.)

- Hunter tHoMpSon

“QuaLity is best Measured by 
tHose wHo use a product, ratHer 
tHan by tHose wHo Make it.”

Man affected by leprosy received a cart thru ASMP in May 2015.

YOU CAN SHOW GOD’S LOVE THROUGH VBS

Our Vacation Bible School kit includes a leader’s guide, 8 part 
DVD, and more.  Children’s activities for a mission moment are 
for Preschool on up.

Check out details at www.GiftofMobility.org under Get 
Involved, VBS. 

Order your kit for $15 and a display Mobility Cart.

De La Torre Men Get To Work
Three generations came all the way 
from Jefferson City to volunteer. 
Gaston De La Torre is a weekly 
assembly volunteer, promoter and 
does other tasks.  He brought his 
son Nick and grandsons Oscar, 
Vincent and Lucas from Chicago. 
Holidays bring fun surprises to the 
MW Shop.

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406

90000>
ISBN 978-0-578-21740-6
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Strong Partner Delivers Your Carts

PFC has been Delivering 
Carts since 2017.
Our strongest partnership in the 
world invites a team to see how your 
carts changes lives in Kenya.  Partners 
for Care allowed 7 of us from 3 
shops/Affiliates to travel around 
Kenya and see first hand how the 
carts are making a difference.  PFC 
has been delivering carts since 2017 
and total over 3,000 carts.  Columbia 
has provided most of those carts 
along with Kansas, Twin Cities, 
Penney Farms and now Stow.

Connie Cheren, PFC President/
Founder says that building a strong 
relationship with a NGO allows for 
follow up and reporting the data.  
Already published data is showing how our carts make a real difference in lives, something we always knew but being 
published by Mount Kenya University gives a real validity to our knowledge.  (See separate article.)

The photo above is a home for disabled children in the semi-deserts northern Kenya, 22 km from Isiolo.  Eight small 
carts from West MI, Penney Farms FL, and Columbia were repaired, chains tightened, and seats adjusted.  You never 
have all the spare parts you need.  All carts in good condition since 2017.

Our group traveled to the maritime/coastal environment Malinde and Gede for two days to see some of the original carts 
given away.  Shocking was the amount of rust and corrosion from the salty weather.  Good powder coated wheels and 
parts had rusted.  Not enough to disable any carts but showing discoloration and wear after only 2-3 years.

Other days spent in Nairobi and the slums where PFC has a medical clinic, computer school and 
literacy school.  Young adults are being helped up by learning a trade.  Sewing schools in Malinde, 
Marsabit, we only saw two out of 13 sewing centers, with dozens of the Columbia sewing 
machines in use (from our warehouse).

Kenyans Drive Your Sponsored Carts

Next Craft Beer and Carts event on June 14.
Last spring the Rotaract Club organized 
a new fundraising event for Mobility 
Carts.  They found 31 sponsors for a cart 
raising $10,155.  Thank you for all the 
decorated carts we shipped to Kenya, 
Partners for Care.  PFC has been sending 
photos of those recipients.  To the right is 
the first one received that was decorated 
and sponsored by our very own new 
shop contractor, Coil Construction.  (See 
the Cosmopolitan Club sponsored cart 
in the university study article.)  Would 
your business or group like to enter the 
event this year and try to win the best 
decorated?  Our goal is 50 businesses 
in 2020.  Looking forward to seeing all 
of you at the closing event - Logboat 
Brewery Company on Sunday, June 14 
from 12-4 pm.

Executive Director visits children with disabilities and performs cart maintenance.

(continued on next page)

Mount Kenya University Studies Carts

A study focused on “The psycho-social and economic impact of Mobility Carts”.
“Abstract
The Kenyan communities just like any other communities anywhere across the globe have their members disadvantaged due 
to their physical conditions. They are living with, at times multiple disabilities. These members most times rely on family and 
well-wishers to move from one place to another. The social, economic, emotional and spiritual challenges they face cannot be 
underrated. Some have even opted to commit suicide in times of ultimate desperation. It’s from this background that a Study on 
The Psycho-Social and Economic impact of Mobility Carts distributed by Partners for Care (PFC) among physically challenged 
persons was conducted in Kiambu County, Kenya.

It involved beneficiaries of fifty (50) Mobility Carts donated…..out of the fifty Mobility Carts that were sampled among PWDs 
(persons with disabilities) in Kiambu County, in 8 sub-counties, 44 (88%) beneficiaries were reached while six beneficiaries 
(12%) were unreachable due to relocation to other areas or unavailability…. The study established that the Mobility Cart 
beneficiaries had a remarkable improvement in their self-esteem, engagement, had facilitated them engage in economic activity, 
interaction with the family and society had improved and some had gained some degree of self-reliance. The Mobility Carts 
have brought an all-round transformation of the lives of many beneficiaries are improving their physical, spiritual 
and psychological welfare….

INTRODUCTION
…. A person who is either born with the disability or acquires it loses independence and acquires a state of permanent 
dependence on the family, society, and community. The most unfortunate bit is that all those meant to assist the 
immobile individual have an inherent need to be free and independent. There is a clear dissonance of these two 
people’s needs….
It is estimated that 1.16 million people (26.2%) are mobility impaired in Kenya, according to a 2009 Kenya 
demographic survey. The proportion of PWDs using assistive devices/support services is quite low. The World Health 
Organization (WHO 2010) reports that only 5-15% of people who require assistive devices have access to them 
in middle-income and low-income countries. According to 2008, Kenya Survey for PWDs, the causes of physical 
disabilities were accidents (27%), diseases (17%) and 15% 
congenital….”

The study continued to speak on the efforts of the Kenyan 
government and global organizations to assist with mobility 
devices available through county assistance and for purchase at 
private businesses.  “Despite all these bodies working together 
to provide mobility devices, the need for
mobility devices surpasses the supply.”  Some PWDs 
discontinued rehabilitation services or did not purchase devices 
through private businesses because of cost….
“Read more in our upcoming summer issue”

- Phelista Wangui, Dept. Head & PFC

$11,720 raised thru CoMoGives

65 donors (13 new donors) gave thru this county wide awareness program in December. Thank you to everyone 
who supported our mission. 39 more carts will be assembled and shipped this year; that’s over one week’s 
production. Your help is needed for the other 51 weeks in 2020.

Cosmopolitan Club sponsored cart with a mini-mart.
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A study focused on “The psycho-social and economic impact of Mobility Carts”.
“Abstract
The Kenyan communities just like any other communities anywhere across the globe have their members disadvantaged due 
to their physical conditions. They are living with, at times multiple disabilities. These members most times rely on family and 
well-wishers to move from one place to another. The social, economic, emotional and spiritual challenges they face cannot be 
underrated. Some have even opted to commit suicide in times of ultimate desperation. It’s from this background that a Study on 
The Psycho-Social and Economic impact of Mobility Carts distributed by Partners for Care (PFC) among physically challenged 
persons was conducted in Kiambu County, Kenya.
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(persons with disabilities) in Kiambu County, in 8 sub-counties, 44 (88%) beneficiaries were reached while six beneficiaries 
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beneficiaries had a remarkable improvement in their self-esteem, engagement, had facilitated them engage in economic activity, 
interaction with the family and society had improved and some had gained some degree of self-reliance. The Mobility Carts 
have brought an all-round transformation of the lives of many beneficiaries are improving their physical, spiritual 
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dependence on the family, society, and community. The most unfortunate bit is that all those meant to assist the 
immobile individual have an inherent need to be free and independent. There is a clear dissonance of these two 
people’s needs….
It is estimated that 1.16 million people (26.2%) are mobility impaired in Kenya, according to a 2009 Kenya 
demographic survey. The proportion of PWDs using assistive devices/support services is quite low. The World Health 
Organization (WHO 2010) reports that only 5-15% of people who require assistive devices have access to them 
in middle-income and low-income countries. According to 2008, Kenya Survey for PWDs, the causes of physical 
disabilities were accidents (27%), diseases (17%) and 15% 
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The study continued to speak on the efforts of the Kenyan 
government and global organizations to assist with mobility 
devices available through county assistance and for purchase at 
private businesses.  “Despite all these bodies working together 
to provide mobility devices, the need for
mobility devices surpasses the supply.”  Some PWDs 
discontinued rehabilitation services or did not purchase devices 
through private businesses because of cost….
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