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Give the Gift of Mobility, 
Dignity, and Opportunity

Maker of the MOBILITY CART since 1994.

Our mission: Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia’s mission is to provide appropriate mobility 
for all of God’s children in need. We seek to provide mobility first for those in greatest need and 

with the least resources in poor or underdeveloped countries.

MO – Columbia

®

MO – Columbia

®

Children In Ghana Need Your Help

“At the OTC, we treat mainly children with birth deformities.”
“Hello gentlemen,

We’ve received the following feedback from our partner in Ghana, 
Women’s Health to Wealth, and one of their sub-recipient partner 
facilities - Orthopaedic Training Centre at Nsawam. The Orthopaedic 
Training Centre at Nsawam has received many of the pedal carts over the 
years and is very thankful for Mobility Worldwide’s support and donations, 
which are in high need by the patients the Centre serves.

Recently, they learned of a young boy near Tamale who needed a 
wheelchair to go to school. He appears to have an untreated clubfeet 
problem and the Centre has arranged for a surgeon to see him, as he 
may need a bilateral amputation. If so, after that surgery, the Centre 
will admit him and fit him with prostheses. In the meantime, the 
pedal cart is allowing him to move around, continue daily activities to 
the best of his abilities, and go to school.
 
Your carts truly make such an amazing difference to those who struggle to 
be mobile, and we are so grateful to you and your teams for helping to make 
donations such as these possible.  Thank you!
 
Emanuela Chiaranda, Associate Director, Corporate Relations, Americares.org”

4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296
United States of America

OTC website picture.

Business is Turning Profits into Carts

Our Executive Director was invited to present our story to a Rotary 
Club in the Branson, MO area. This is one of the things that resulted. 

Shiloh Hills Soaps Facebook post:  This November 
we will donate ten percent of our profits to help leg 
handicapped people all over the world get up off 
the ground so they can stay clean and have a way to 
be mobile. Special thanks to our partners Mobility 
Worldwide MO - Columbia for letting us be a small 
part of what they do, and the Branson-Hollister Rotary 
for the introduction.

Thank you - Tucker and Lauren Virnig
Your new shop 
building is located at:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296

Our founder’s book of 
stories is still available 
for $20 with all proceeds 
going to build & ship 
more carts.  Or mail your 
check for $25 with postage 
and note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406

90000>
ISBN 978-0-578-21740-6
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Non-Profit Managing During a Pandemic
To All our Supporters:  Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia is alive and slowly ramping 
back up to 35 carts per week.  With your 
continued support, we are able to continue 
to build.  International shipping is slowly 
loosening up, so we can move products out 
to many countries once again.  We cannot 
build at the regular weekly rate we want but 
headed in the right direction.  

Most volunteers are seniors and in the high-risk categories.  
Columbia required masks and social distancing early on and makes 
us feel a little safer.  However, several regular volunteers still are not 
comfortable assembling and working.  We do set up different times 
for many to work so they can be alone and that works.  Trying to 
make 35 a week is a challenge right now.  

Our 2020 Craft Beer and Carts fundraiser brought in over $19,000 
by selling cart sponsorships and two raffles.  Thank you to the 
members of the local Rotaract Club for organizing the event.  The 
Top Decorated carts were sponsored by the Crossing Boomers 
Class, Crossing Care Ministry, and Newman Center Girls Night 
Out.   (Raffle tickets were sold through our website representing 
votes.  You can check out all the pictures under the Get Involved 
tab drop-down menu of our website.)  The Tucker Virnig family 
sells homemade Soaps and has committed to us to donate a tithe of 
their November Profits (see volunteer highlight).  That came from 
a presentation to the Branson MO Rotary.  Partners for Care had a 
successful auction online and has committed to ship 4 containers of 
carts in 2021 (translates to 800 carts going to Kenya).  Connie and 
Kenyan staff are evaluating 100 resin body carts for us as well as 
distributing new carts.  

Each day we check our temperature at the door and wear a face 
mask.  Working with a mask was challenging at first but knowing 
you are most likely not spreading it is comforting to our volunteers.

Again this year, Mobility 
Worldwide MO-Columbia is 
participating in CoMoGives during December (Boone county 
drive).  It will begin with Giving Tuesday on December 1.  Your 
continued support is always appreciated.

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Crossing Boomers Class

Crossing Care Ministry

Newman Center Girls Night Out

Giving Tuesday – December 1st

“Set a good example. Do what 
is right, even if others don’t.”

Mel West,
Page 48 of our founder’s book, which is still available



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296                                                    573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr, Columbia, MO 65201-8296    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665
9009

Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norman Anderson

•	 Bill and Dorothy Appelgate by Nancy Uran

•	 Ashley Danielle Bogle by Dennis Bogle

•	 Earl Cecil by Don & Sally Schilling

•	 Rev. Richard L. Combs by Julie Combs

•	 William R. Crippen by Elaine Crippen

•	 Cleta Fildes by Jim & Joanne Taylor

•	 Jerry Foote, M.D. by Charles Larry & Paula Chapman

•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan

•	 Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage

•	 Carol Green by James & Lois Powell

•	 Whitney Hicks by John & Joane O’Connor

•	 Rev. Rex Hodge by Mary Hodge

•	 Virginia Jones by Mark & Leigh Kottwitz

•	 Sid Leeper by Mary Jean Leeper

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Rob & Colin Barber by Lois & Clifford Elliott

•	 Dale Brigham and Jo Turner’s 19th wedding anniversary by 
Linda Turner

•	 Garl Carlson’s retirement by Dell & Janet Epperson

•	 Harold Enslen by Mexico UMC SS Class

•	 Don and Cheri Erdel by Berry & Jo Azdell

•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Kenneth Bloem

•	 Roger and Marge’s wedding anniversary by Richard Goodwin

•	 Bruce Intveld by Robert & Sandra Wilcox

•	 George Marshall by Jim Allen & Diana Kay Pauley

•	 Bruce & Linda Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler

•	 Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones

•	 William Murphy by Share & Care Group

•	 Paul Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman

•	 Parents by Jo Ann Kimbrough

•	 Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

•	 William D. Powell, Jr. by Barbara Spencer

•	 Jim Royer by Susan Rooney Elledge

•	 Bob Scherer by James & Kay Scherer

•	 Rusty Spieler by Richard & Carla Depperman, John & Myrna White

•	 Krista White by Steve, Dovie & Rose Weston

•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran, David & Mary Tucker

•	 Jeff Moran & Harold Bossaller by Sharon Schattgen

•	 John Moran and Brenda Ross by Jeff & Barbara Moran

•	 Les Pinckard by Minna Appleby

•	 Jim Sandfry by Joyce Anderson

•	 Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan

•	 Mel & Barbara West by Mary Frantz, David Leuthold

•	 Mel and Barbara West’s 75th anniversary by Susan Ann West

•	 Jim and Judy Wall by Mel & Barbara West

•	 The West Family by Martin West

Built in 2020
952

Our distribution partner, 
Rainbow Network, 
sent this report from 
Nicaragua.
“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of 
Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio suffered a motorcycle accident, 
which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk.

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him 
a Mobility Cart! He is now able to get around on his own.

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest 
thanks and blessings to the supporters that make these miracles possible!”

“I think the first duty of 
society is justice.”

Alexander Hamilton,
one of America’s founding fathers

 

 

13. Promise:  We promise to keep you regularly informed 
as to how Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia is investing 
your donations of money, supplies, time, energy and 
skills to make a difference around the world. 

14.  
(GP: crop picture as space is needed.) 
 
Our distribution partner, Rainbow Network, sent this report recently from Nicaragua. 
 

“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio 
suffered a motorcycle accident, which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk. 

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him a Mobility Cart! He is now able to 
get around on his own. 

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest thanks and blessings to the 
supporters that make these miracles possible!” 

 

Touring, Sawing, Producing, & Packing

Check out more rooms at the new shop.
In this newsletter, we wanted to include some more pictures of our new building.  Packing happens in the 
Assembly room on Tuesdays and sometimes a second day a week.  We are back to producing over 30 a week 
most weeks, although all of our volunteers have not come back during the pandemic.  Some assembly teams 
are producing extra on their shift.  We are in need of general shop volunteers who could jump in for an 
hour or two a week to do a specific task to keep production flowing.  If you can lend a hand, contact 
Gary at the shop 573-886-7877.   We have all kinds of jobs.

Four year volunteer,  Lisa Dresner, assembles the seat pieces (bottom and back).  A seat is 
made of several layers and materials:  treated lumber, vinyl, glue, staples, dense foam ($2-$3 
per piece), and carpet padding used for anti-thrust on the front edge of the seat.  Anti-thrust 
prevents the person from sliding out as he or she sits on the cart for hours a day.  (Back in 
2013, a Medical Advisory team helped with the redesign.)

Come for a visit and see these pictures and 
more in person.  We are decorating with 
pictures and stories of recipients and our 
distribution partners from around the US 
and world.  (Kenya Relief and Partners for 
Care are both pictured here.)  Gary and 
others are ready to give you a tour M – F 8 
am to 3 pm, except holidays.  Please call ahead for a group.

Six year volunteer,  Dave Pittman, cuts wood pieces for the Mobility 
Carts.  Every volunteer is trained for a particular task.  They come in each 

week and do their part.  Sometimes they work ahead if they’ll miss a week.  We also have volunteers who can jump in where 
needed and keep sub-assemblies and production flowing.  It’s a team effort.  

We’re glad to have YOU as a part of the team as well.  With your gifts, we are able to keep 
building and shipping carts around the world.  These are your recent shipments since the move:

August		 35	 Hospital Sisters Mission
September 	 180 	 Americares for Zambia & 20 mini-marts
October 	 175	 Partners for Care, Kenya & 50 mini-marts
October	   21	 Aztec Ministry – Grace-Aire Medical Foundation, Mexico
October	   41	 Orphan Grain Train, worldwide

PS: Check out the separate report Americares shared from Ghana.

Packing happens in the Assembly room on Tuesdays.

Padded seat assembly.

Wood shop.

Main entrance and office hallway.

Mini-mart: cooler, deck platform,
& containers for sale items.

Match highlight:
You Gave and $20,000 More Is On The Way!
Within several weeks, you helped us meet the $20,000 match offer.  The donor family has requested the match to be 
transferred into our account.  By the time you read this, we’ll be able to start producing the 67 match carts because of 
your great support.  THANK YOU to our sponsor family and all of YOU!

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite
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Oct 31, 2018 Cart Production = 1,535
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voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org
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shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite
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Oct 31, 2018 Cart Production = 1,535
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voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

Julio has spinal injuries and is unable to walk.



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296                                                    573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr, Columbia, MO 65201-8296    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norman Anderson

•	 Bill and Dorothy Appelgate by Nancy Uran

•	 Ashley Danielle Bogle by Dennis Bogle

•	 Earl Cecil by Don & Sally Schilling

•	 Rev. Richard L. Combs by Julie Combs

•	 William R. Crippen by Elaine Crippen

•	 Cleta Fildes by Jim & Joanne Taylor

•	 Jerry Foote, M.D. by Charles Larry & Paula Chapman

•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan

•	 Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage

•	 Carol Green by James & Lois Powell

•	 Whitney Hicks by John & Joane O’Connor

•	 Rev. Rex Hodge by Mary Hodge

•	 Virginia Jones by Mark & Leigh Kottwitz

•	 Sid Leeper by Mary Jean Leeper

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Rob & Colin Barber by Lois & Clifford Elliott

•	 Dale Brigham and Jo Turner’s 19th wedding anniversary by 
Linda Turner

•	 Garl Carlson’s retirement by Dell & Janet Epperson

•	 Harold Enslen by Mexico UMC SS Class

•	 Don and Cheri Erdel by Berry & Jo Azdell

•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Kenneth Bloem

•	 Roger and Marge’s wedding anniversary by Richard Goodwin

•	 Bruce Intveld by Robert & Sandra Wilcox

•	 George Marshall by Jim Allen & Diana Kay Pauley

•	 Bruce & Linda Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler

•	 Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones

•	 William Murphy by Share & Care Group

•	 Paul Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman

•	 Parents by Jo Ann Kimbrough

•	 Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

•	 William D. Powell, Jr. by Barbara Spencer

•	 Jim Royer by Susan Rooney Elledge

•	 Bob Scherer by James & Kay Scherer

•	 Rusty Spieler by Richard & Carla Depperman, John & Myrna White

•	 Krista White by Steve, Dovie & Rose Weston

•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran, David & Mary Tucker

•	 Jeff Moran & Harold Bossaller by Sharon Schattgen

•	 John Moran and Brenda Ross by Jeff & Barbara Moran

•	 Les Pinckard by Minna Appleby

•	 Jim Sandfry by Joyce Anderson

•	 Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan

•	 Mel & Barbara West by Mary Frantz, David Leuthold

•	 Mel and Barbara West’s 75th anniversary by Susan Ann West

•	 Jim and Judy Wall by Mel & Barbara West

•	 The West Family by Martin West

Built in 2020
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Our distribution partner, 
Rainbow Network, 
sent this report from 
Nicaragua.
“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of 
Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio suffered a motorcycle accident, 
which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk.

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him 
a Mobility Cart! He is now able to get around on his own.

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest 
thanks and blessings to the supporters that make these miracles possible!”

“I think the first duty of 
society is justice.”

Alexander Hamilton,
one of America’s founding fathers

 

 

13. Promise:  We promise to keep you regularly informed 
as to how Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia is investing 
your donations of money, supplies, time, energy and 
skills to make a difference around the world. 

14.  
(GP: crop picture as space is needed.) 
 
Our distribution partner, Rainbow Network, sent this report recently from Nicaragua. 
 

“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio 
suffered a motorcycle accident, which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk. 

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him a Mobility Cart! He is now able to 
get around on his own. 

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest thanks and blessings to the 
supporters that make these miracles possible!” 

 

Touring, Sawing, Producing, & Packing

Check out more rooms at the new shop.
In this newsletter, we wanted to include some more pictures of our new building.  Packing happens in the 
Assembly room on Tuesdays and sometimes a second day a week.  We are back to producing over 30 a week 
most weeks, although all of our volunteers have not come back during the pandemic.  Some assembly teams 
are producing extra on their shift.  We are in need of general shop volunteers who could jump in for an 
hour or two a week to do a specific task to keep production flowing.  If you can lend a hand, contact 
Gary at the shop 573-886-7877.   We have all kinds of jobs.

Four year volunteer,  Lisa Dresner, assembles the seat pieces (bottom and back).  A seat is 
made of several layers and materials:  treated lumber, vinyl, glue, staples, dense foam ($2-$3 
per piece), and carpet padding used for anti-thrust on the front edge of the seat.  Anti-thrust 
prevents the person from sliding out as he or she sits on the cart for hours a day.  (Back in 
2013, a Medical Advisory team helped with the redesign.)

Come for a visit and see these pictures and 
more in person.  We are decorating with 
pictures and stories of recipients and our 
distribution partners from around the US 
and world.  (Kenya Relief and Partners for 
Care are both pictured here.)  Gary and 
others are ready to give you a tour M – F 8 
am to 3 pm, except holidays.  Please call ahead for a group.

Six year volunteer,  Dave Pittman, cuts wood pieces for the Mobility 
Carts.  Every volunteer is trained for a particular task.  They come in each 

week and do their part.  Sometimes they work ahead if they’ll miss a week.  We also have volunteers who can jump in where 
needed and keep sub-assemblies and production flowing.  It’s a team effort.  

We’re glad to have YOU as a part of the team as well.  With your gifts, we are able to keep 
building and shipping carts around the world.  These are your recent shipments since the move:

August		 35	 Hospital Sisters Mission
September 	 180 	 Americares for Zambia & 20 mini-marts
October 	 175	 Partners for Care, Kenya & 50 mini-marts
October	   21	 Aztec Ministry – Grace-Aire Medical Foundation, Mexico
October	   41	 Orphan Grain Train, worldwide

PS: Check out the separate report Americares shared from Ghana.

Packing happens in the Assembly room on Tuesdays.

Padded seat assembly.

Wood shop.

Main entrance and office hallway.

Mini-mart: cooler, deck platform,
& containers for sale items.

Match highlight:
You Gave and $20,000 More Is On The Way!
Within several weeks, you helped us meet the $20,000 match offer.  The donor family has requested the match to be 
transferred into our account.  By the time you read this, we’ll be able to start producing the 67 match carts because of 
your great support.  THANK YOU to our sponsor family and all of YOU!

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
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Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
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“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
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continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.
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miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
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As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
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Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite
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Oct 31, 2018 Cart Production = 1,535

367

174

994

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Large

Small

Pull

built iN 2018
1535

voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org
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Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665

9009

• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite

Production
Large 994
Small 367
Pull 174

1535

Oct 31, 2018 Cart Production = 1,535

367

174

994

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Large

Small

Pull

built iN 2018
1535

voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.

ID 515873317Advance 982665

9009

• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite

Production
Large 994
Small 367
Pull 174

1535

Oct 31, 2018 Cart Production = 1,535

367

174

994

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Large

Small

Pull

built iN 2018
1535

voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 
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richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
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- martiN luther kiNG

Julio has spinal injuries and is unable to walk.



Mobility Cart Donation Slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296                                                    573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

Contact Us
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr, Columbia, MO 65201-8296    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

Gifts Given Last Quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to good 
use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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Gifts Given In Memory:
•	 Marilyn Anderson by Norman Anderson

•	 Bill and Dorothy Appelgate by Nancy Uran

•	 Ashley Danielle Bogle by Dennis Bogle

•	 Earl Cecil by Don & Sally Schilling

•	 Rev. Richard L. Combs by Julie Combs

•	 William R. Crippen by Elaine Crippen

•	 Cleta Fildes by Jim & Joanne Taylor

•	 Jerry Foote, M.D. by Charles Larry & Paula Chapman

•	 Howard Fox by Shirley Ryan

•	 Charles Fulhage by Jane Fulhage

•	 Carol Green by James & Lois Powell

•	 Whitney Hicks by John & Joane O’Connor

•	 Rev. Rex Hodge by Mary Hodge

•	 Virginia Jones by Mark & Leigh Kottwitz

•	 Sid Leeper by Mary Jean Leeper

Gifts Given In Honor:
•	 Rob & Colin Barber by Lois & Clifford Elliott

•	 Dale Brigham and Jo Turner’s 19th wedding anniversary by 
Linda Turner

•	 Garl Carlson’s retirement by Dell & Janet Epperson

•	 Harold Enslen by Mexico UMC SS Class

•	 Don and Cheri Erdel by Berry & Jo Azdell

•	 Dr. Roger Hofmeister by Kenneth Bloem

•	 Roger and Marge’s wedding anniversary by Richard Goodwin

•	 Bruce Intveld by Robert & Sandra Wilcox

•	 George Marshall by Jim Allen & Diana Kay Pauley

•	 Bruce & Linda Miles by Jennifer & Mark Dressler

•	 Gene and Rena Moore by Wilson T. & Debbie Jones

•	 William Murphy by Share & Care Group

•	 Paul Richard Ohrt by Cheryl Greiman

•	 Parents by Jo Ann Kimbrough

•	 Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

•	 William D. Powell, Jr. by Barbara Spencer

•	 Jim Royer by Susan Rooney Elledge

•	 Bob Scherer by James & Kay Scherer

•	 Rusty Spieler by Richard & Carla Depperman, John & Myrna White

•	 Krista White by Steve, Dovie & Rose Weston

•	 Jeff Moran by Courtney Moran, David & Mary Tucker

•	 Jeff Moran & Harold Bossaller by Sharon Schattgen

•	 John Moran and Brenda Ross by Jeff & Barbara Moran

•	 Les Pinckard by Minna Appleby

•	 Jim Sandfry by Joyce Anderson

•	 Kay Wallace by Elizabeth Ann Morgan

•	 Mel & Barbara West by Mary Frantz, David Leuthold

•	 Mel and Barbara West’s 75th anniversary by Susan Ann West

•	 Jim and Judy Wall by Mel & Barbara West

•	 The West Family by Martin West

Built in 2020
952

Our distribution partner, 
Rainbow Network, 
sent this report from 
Nicaragua.
“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of 
Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio suffered a motorcycle accident, 
which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk.

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him 
a Mobility Cart! He is now able to get around on his own.

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest 
thanks and blessings to the supporters that make these miracles possible!”

“I think the first duty of 
society is justice.”

Alexander Hamilton,
one of America’s founding fathers

 

 

13. Promise:  We promise to keep you regularly informed 
as to how Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia is investing 
your donations of money, supplies, time, energy and 
skills to make a difference around the world. 

14.  
(GP: crop picture as space is needed.) 
 
Our distribution partner, Rainbow Network, sent this report recently from Nicaragua. 
 

“Julio Antonio Hurtado is 57 years old and lives in the municipality of Mateare. On January 18, 2002, Julio 
suffered a motorcycle accident, which left him with severe spinal injuries. He is unable to walk. 

We wanted to give Julio as much independence as possible by giving him a Mobility Cart! He is now able to 
get around on his own. 

Julio told Rainbow Network staff in Nicaragua that he sends his greatest thanks and blessings to the 
supporters that make these miracles possible!” 

 

Touring, Sawing, Producing, & Packing

Check out more rooms at the new shop.
In this newsletter, we wanted to include some more pictures of our new building.  Packing happens in the 
Assembly room on Tuesdays and sometimes a second day a week.  We are back to producing over 30 a week 
most weeks, although all of our volunteers have not come back during the pandemic.  Some assembly teams 
are producing extra on their shift.  We are in need of general shop volunteers who could jump in for an 
hour or two a week to do a specific task to keep production flowing.  If you can lend a hand, contact 
Gary at the shop 573-886-7877.   We have all kinds of jobs.

Four year volunteer,  Lisa Dresner, assembles the seat pieces (bottom and back).  A seat is 
made of several layers and materials:  treated lumber, vinyl, glue, staples, dense foam ($2-$3 
per piece), and carpet padding used for anti-thrust on the front edge of the seat.  Anti-thrust 
prevents the person from sliding out as he or she sits on the cart for hours a day.  (Back in 
2013, a Medical Advisory team helped with the redesign.)

Come for a visit and see these pictures and 
more in person.  We are decorating with 
pictures and stories of recipients and our 
distribution partners from around the US 
and world.  (Kenya Relief and Partners for 
Care are both pictured here.)  Gary and 
others are ready to give you a tour M – F 8 
am to 3 pm, except holidays.  Please call ahead for a group.

Six year volunteer,  Dave Pittman, cuts wood pieces for the Mobility 
Carts.  Every volunteer is trained for a particular task.  They come in each 

week and do their part.  Sometimes they work ahead if they’ll miss a week.  We also have volunteers who can jump in where 
needed and keep sub-assemblies and production flowing.  It’s a team effort.  

We’re glad to have YOU as a part of the team as well.  With your gifts, we are able to keep 
building and shipping carts around the world.  These are your recent shipments since the move:

August		 35	 Hospital Sisters Mission
September 	 180 	 Americares for Zambia & 20 mini-marts
October 	 175	 Partners for Care, Kenya & 50 mini-marts
October	   21	 Aztec Ministry – Grace-Aire Medical Foundation, Mexico
October	   41	 Orphan Grain Train, worldwide

PS: Check out the separate report Americares shared from Ghana.

Packing happens in the Assembly room on Tuesdays.

Padded seat assembly.

Wood shop.

Main entrance and office hallway.

Mini-mart: cooler, deck platform,
& containers for sale items.

Match highlight:
You Gave and $20,000 More Is On The Way!
Within several weeks, you helped us meet the $20,000 match offer.  The donor family has requested the match to be 
transferred into our account.  By the time you read this, we’ll be able to start producing the 67 match carts because of 
your great support.  THANK YOU to our sponsor family and all of YOU!
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sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
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Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org

• Lester L. Chrisman by Paul & Mary Cross

• Aileen Garvin’s mother by Kathy & Andy 
Maynard

• Gilbert C. Felling by Mark Felling

• Marilyn Menges by Kara Hawthorne, 
Phyllis Pamela Wark, Sharon Mingucci, 
Sandra Givens, and Alberta Campbell

• Martha Philippi by Kathy Perks

• Gerald Arthur by Amanda Polson

• Maple Grove UMC by Dick and Mary Ann 
Brasher

• Mel West by Shirley & Paul Baer

• Mel & Barbara West by the Rotary South 
Club members totaling $6,100.  (Fam-
ily gifts will be recorded & posted in the 
next issue.)

• The West Family by Martin West

your Gifts GiveN iN memory:your Gifts GiveN iN hoNor:

Gifts GiveN last quarter:
We appreciate all the donors and families who have chosen Mobility 
Worldwide to honor or remember someone. Your gifts will be put to 
good use building and shipping mobility to others in need.
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• Merle Robinson by Marylou Robinson

• Olin West by Ken & Lila Roller

• Ruth & Art Witt by Richard Baumann, 
Judith Witt-Croswhite
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voluNteer spotliGht
casteels share missioNs with their 
GraNDchilDreN

Kathy & John Casteel asked for a tour of  our shop.  Their idea is to 
expose their grandchildren to a mission and then fundraise for it over 
the summer.  This year they picked Mobility Carts.   Thank you for 
helping us to operate a shop and share it.

“Hi Gary, Thank you again for giving our 
grandchildren a tour of  the Columbia branch of  
Mobility Worldwide.  It was a great experience.   Please 
feel free to show them to the men that helped the kids 
assemble the cart.  Kathy Casteel  6/2018”

“maN is most 
uNiquely humaN wheN 
he turNs obstacles 
iNto opportuNities”

- eric hoffer

Director’s columN oN voluNteers
25th aNNiversary comiNG 2019
Our number one Promise is to keep you our donor informed about our news.   We are on track to build 35 carts per 
week in 2018, translates into 1,820 mobile persons with a breath of  freedom from living on the ground.   Thank you for 
creating a successful year for our non-profit.  What does 2019 bring?

Our 25th anniversary will bring a goal of  building 50 carts per week.  To build that many we will need storage space.   A 
new building project is being studied by our Board to add significant space available to store more, build more and 
continue to support the sewing project and The Container 
Project for Nicaragua and Rainbow Network.

At $300.00 each, the budget says we need weekly income of  
$15,000.  Here is how you can help.   November 27 is Giving 
Tuesday, a day to support your favorite non-profit.  December 
brings COMOGIVES.  All gifts on Giving Tuesday and 
throughout December are directed to our mission of  lifting 
up one more person.  Go to www.comogives.com and take 
the pledge for this season.  Consider doing some peer to peer 
fundraising through CoMoGives’ campaign.

Come and volunteer at the shop.  Notice in this photo that we 
have support by Black and Gold.  Two Mizzou wrestlers (on cart 
and with sign) Taylor Watkins and Dylan Wisman provided the 
lifting power to load 196 cart boxes for Kenya.  Often volunteers 
need community service hours.  Our seniors need to feel 
worthiness in retirement.   The Rock Bridge HS National Honor 
Society is bringing 5-10 members each month during this school 
year.  Your help is needed too.

25 years of  life changing events are ending; will you be part of  
the next 25 years?

Mizzou wrestlers help load a shipment.

GiviNG from your ira the requireD 
miNimum DoNatioN (rmD)
Retirees can give up to $100,000 to charity tax-free from an IRA, 403b or 401k and have it count as their required 
minimum distribution for the year. 

As you know, if  you are over age 70½, the government requires you to take out a minimum distribution before the end 
of  the year.  If  you want to give some of  that money to a charity, like Mobility Worldwide MO-Columbia, you can 
now make a tax-free transfer from your IRA, 403b or 401k and keep the distribution out of  your taxable income.  That 
could ensure that most or all of  your Social Security benefits remain tax free and also help you avoid the Medicare high-
income surcharge.  Here are some common questions and answers. 

Can I give my RMD to charity now, or do I have to wait until December like I have in the past?

You can give your RMD to charity anytime during the year. 

Can I withdraw the money from my IRA and then write a check to charity, or do I need to transfer the money 
directly?

               IRA $$$ =
The tax-free transfer won’t count if  you withdraw the money from the IRA first and then make a contribution to the 
charity. You need to transfer the money directly from the IRA to the charity for it to count as the tax-free transfer.  Ask 
your IRA, 403b or 401k administrator for assistance or call the MW office about making a direct transfer.  If  you have 
check-writing privileges for your IRA, you can write a check directly to Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia.   

Note: Be sure to contact your tax advisor for your specific situation.

richarD Gets to school iN keNya
(check out this Newly posteD story oN the viDeos paGe of our website.)
From Partners for Care: “Richard is an 18-year-old class eight 
student at St. Francis Rehabilitation Project in Malindi, Kilifi 
County.  Partners for Care gifted Richard with a Mobility Cart 
which he uses to go to school.  Thanks to Mobility Worldwide”

“philaNthropy is commeNDable, but 
it must Not cause the philaNthropist 
to overlook the circumstaNces 
of ecoNomic iNjustice which make 
philaNthropy Necessary”

- martiN luther kiNG

mobility cart DoNatioN slip
Yes! I want to give the GIFT OF MOBILITY 
to a person whose legs do not function.

My check is enclosed for:

Make check payable to Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia and mail to: 1908 Heriford 
Road, Columbia, MO 65202 
Tel: 573-886-7877

$__________ for __________ carts at 
$300.00 each.

$_________ for _________ carts 
sent to Kenya at $55 each for extra 
shipping expense.

Name:  ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, Zip: 
__________________
Email:  ________________________
Organization, if any:  _____________
______________________________

coNtact us
1908 Heriford Road, Columbia, MO 65202    •    Shop Hours: M – F 8 am to 3 pm

Telephone: 573-886-7877    Email: info@giftofmobility.org    Web: www.giftofmobility.org
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Julio has spinal injuries and is unable to walk.
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Give the Gift of Mobility, 
Dignity, and Opportunity

Maker of the MOBILITY CART since 1994.

Our mission: Mobility Worldwide MO – Columbia’s mission is to provide appropriate mobility 
for all of God’s children in need. We seek to provide mobility first for those in greatest need and 

with the least resources in poor or underdeveloped countries.

MO – Columbia

®

MO – Columbia

®

Children In Ghana Need Your Help

“At the OTC, we treat mainly children with birth deformities.”
“Hello gentlemen,

We’ve received the following feedback from our partner in Ghana, 
Women’s Health to Wealth, and one of their sub-recipient partner 
facilities - Orthopaedic Training Centre at Nsawam. The Orthopaedic 
Training Centre at Nsawam has received many of the pedal carts over the 
years and is very thankful for Mobility Worldwide’s support and donations, 
which are in high need by the patients the Centre serves.

Recently, they learned of a young boy near Tamale who needed a 
wheelchair to go to school. He appears to have an untreated clubfeet 
problem and the Centre has arranged for a surgeon to see him, as he 
may need a bilateral amputation. If so, after that surgery, the Centre 
will admit him and fit him with prostheses. In the meantime, the 
pedal cart is allowing him to move around, continue daily activities to 
the best of his abilities, and go to school.
 
Your carts truly make such an amazing difference to those who struggle to 
be mobile, and we are so grateful to you and your teams for helping to make 
donations such as these possible.  Thank you!
 
Emanuela Chiaranda, Associate Director, Corporate Relations, Americares.org”

4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296
United States of America

OTC website picture.

Business is Turning Profits into Carts

Our Executive Director was invited to present our story to a Rotary 
Club in the Branson, MO area. This is one of the things that resulted. 

Shiloh Hills Soaps Facebook post:  This November 
we will donate ten percent of our profits to help leg 
handicapped people all over the world get up off 
the ground so they can stay clean and have a way to 
be mobile. Special thanks to our partners Mobility 
Worldwide MO - Columbia for letting us be a small 
part of what they do, and the Branson-Hollister Rotary 
for the introduction.

Thank you - Tucker and Lauren Virnig
Your new shop 
building is located at:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296

Our founder’s book of 
stories is still available 
for $20 with all proceeds 
going to build & ship 
more carts.  Or mail your 
check for $25 with postage 
and note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.

One Damned 
Good Horse
s t o r i e s ,  w i t ,  a n d  w i s d o m

 

By Mel West

Mel West’s story, or part of it, is told in the pages of this book. With well over 1000 
Facebook posts and many other writings, this book has only a fraction of his wisdom. 
And he continues to add daily to that volume. His full life includes dairy farming, US 
Marine Corps service during World War II, seminary training and Methodist ministry, 
the Office of Creative Ministries in Columbia MO, volunteer work and member of the 
Board of Directors for Habitat for Humanity and Heifer Project, work with Rainbow 
Network and Alfalit, and many others. At a time of life when most of us would be in 
full retirement, Mel founded the PET Project in 1994, which later became Mobility 
Worldwide, that as of early 2019, has produced more than 75,000 hand-operated, three-
wheeled carts that are given to leg-handicapped people in more than 100 developing 
countries around the world. Those people are lifted off the ground upon which they 
have been crawling to a life of hope and dignity.

Jeffrey Moran, after a life in academics during which he taught biology, did laboratory 
research on snake and spider venoms, and worked as a science editor, has been a 
volunteer at the Columbia MO Mobility Worldwide shop since 2010. He has 
participated in several trips to Guatemala and Kenya to distribute mobility carts to 
leghandicapped and has seen first-hand the dramatic changes in the lives of the cart 
recipients who get this gift of mobility. He has written several diverse books, from 
Far, Far Off Broadway: Outdoor Dramas of the Midwest to Thermodynamics. He has 
written more than 200 songs, mostly about scientific topics, which he has performed 
at venues from Cooper’s Landing on the Missouri River near Columbia MO to the 
Smithsonian in Washington DC.

“These witty, wise, and often moving stories represent a remarkable life. Mel West 
possesses the true storyteller’s gift for drawing in the reader with vivid imagery while, 
incidentally, capturing the heart. The happy reader will discover in these pages bite-
sized vignettes of compassion, service, love, humanity, and faith. It is a book you will 
want to return to again and again, especially when you feel in need of hope; this book 
delivers it in spades.” 

–Rev. Patricia Adams Farmer, author of Embracing a Beautiful God

9 780578 217406
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Non-Profit Managing During a Pandemic
To All our Supporters:  Mobility Worldwide 
MO-Columbia is alive and slowly ramping 
back up to 35 carts per week.  With your 
continued support, we are able to continue 
to build.  International shipping is slowly 
loosening up, so we can move products out 
to many countries once again.  We cannot 
build at the regular weekly rate we want but 
headed in the right direction.  

Most volunteers are seniors and in the high-risk categories.  
Columbia required masks and social distancing early on and makes 
us feel a little safer.  However, several regular volunteers still are not 
comfortable assembling and working.  We do set up different times 
for many to work so they can be alone and that works.  Trying to 
make 35 a week is a challenge right now.  

Our 2020 Craft Beer and Carts fundraiser brought in over $19,000 
by selling cart sponsorships and two raffles.  Thank you to the 
members of the local Rotaract Club for organizing the event.  The 
Top Decorated carts were sponsored by the Crossing Boomers 
Class, Crossing Care Ministry, and Newman Center Girls Night 
Out.   (Raffle tickets were sold through our website representing 
votes.  You can check out all the pictures under the Get Involved 
tab drop-down menu of our website.)  The Tucker Virnig family 
sells homemade Soaps and has committed to us to donate a tithe of 
their November Profits (see volunteer highlight).  That came from 
a presentation to the Branson MO Rotary.  Partners for Care had a 
successful auction online and has committed to ship 4 containers of 
carts in 2021 (translates to 800 carts going to Kenya).  Connie and 
Kenyan staff are evaluating 100 resin body carts for us as well as 
distributing new carts.  

Each day we check our temperature at the door and wear a face 
mask.  Working with a mask was challenging at first but knowing 
you are most likely not spreading it is comforting to our volunteers.

Again this year, Mobility 
Worldwide MO-Columbia is 
participating in CoMoGives during December (Boone county 
drive).  It will begin with Giving Tuesday on December 1.  Your 
continued support is always appreciated.

- Gary Moreau, Executive Director

Crossing Boomers Class

Crossing Care Ministry

Newman Center Girls Night Out

Giving Tuesday – December 1st

“Set a good example. Do what 
is right, even if others don’t.”

Mel West,
Page 48 of our founder’s book, which is still available
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Children In Ghana Need Your Help
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“Hello gentlemen,
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Emanuela Chiaranda, Associate Director, Corporate Relations, Americares.org”

4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296
United States of America

OTC website picture.

Business is Turning Profits into Carts
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Club in the Branson, MO area. This is one of the things that resulted. 

Shiloh Hills Soaps Facebook post:  This November 
we will donate ten percent of our profits to help leg 
handicapped people all over the world get up off 
the ground so they can stay clean and have a way to 
be mobile. Special thanks to our partners Mobility 
Worldwide MO - Columbia for letting us be a small 
part of what they do, and the Branson-Hollister Rotary 
for the introduction.

Thank you - Tucker and Lauren Virnig
Your new shop 
building is located at:
4825 E Meyer Industrial Dr
Columbia, MO 65201-8296

Our founder’s book of 
stories is still available 
for $20 with all proceeds 
going to build & ship 
more carts.  Or mail your 
check for $25 with postage 
and note ‘Mel’s book’ in 
the memo line.
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continued support, we are able to continue 
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loosening up, so we can move products out 
to many countries once again.  We cannot 
build at the regular weekly rate we want but 
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Columbia required masks and social distancing early on and makes 
us feel a little safer.  However, several regular volunteers still are not 
comfortable assembling and working.  We do set up different times 
for many to work so they can be alone and that works.  Trying to 
make 35 a week is a challenge right now.  
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successful auction online and has committed to ship 4 containers of 
carts in 2021 (translates to 800 carts going to Kenya).  Connie and 
Kenyan staff are evaluating 100 resin body carts for us as well as 
distributing new carts.  

Each day we check our temperature at the door and wear a face 
mask.  Working with a mask was challenging at first but knowing 
you are most likely not spreading it is comforting to our volunteers.
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